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Ansett Auatvelia and ee Australia has dancloped special soccer support 
packages for the 1997 World Cup Qualifying Final. These packages include 
special discounted airfares, accommodation for one, two or more nights and 
prestige sealing at the MCG at the Great Southern Grandstand. 


Gold Ticket packages, (seating best mid field) begin at $354 twin share ex Sydney, 
which include return airfares, accommodation and ticket. 


Special Gold and Silver packages to include only airfare will be also available at 
special discounted airfare rates, subject to availability. 


See your Travel Agent or call Ansett Airlines on: 13 13 44 
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SILVER TICKET PACKAGE 
1 Night Per Person/Twin Share 
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Soccer Australia magazine 


Set To Boost Ericsson Cup Attendances 


It is not often you get something for nothing these days, but that is exactly what is on offer from 


Soccer Australia magazine. 


In association with the Ericsson Cup and nine Ericsson Cup teams, Brisbane Strikers, Canberra 
Cosmos, Gippsland Falcons, Marconi Fairfield, Melbourne Knights, Newcastle Breakers, 
South Melbourne Lakers, Sydney United and Wollongong Wolves, there are 27 coupons in each 

tle the purchaser of the magazine to FREE ADMISSION to three (3) 
ve mentioned teams. Therefore you can go to at least one game 
each week for free for the next six (6) weeks, This offer will be repeated for the whole Ericsson Cup season - SPiCiML 


edition of Soccer Australia which e 
consecutive home games of each of t 


coupons and turning up on the day of the match. 


informative and best presented sports magazine in che country. With up to $324.00 worth of entry 
coupons, a one metre high centrespead poster and 76 colourful pages who would argue! 


So, no gimmicks, no hidden extras and above all, no conditions apply. It’s as easy as cutting out the <== 
¥ . e 
We at Soccer Australia magazine made a commitment to our readers and to the game of soccer when we | 
first started publishing and are determined now, more than ever before, to make Soccer Australia the most | 
a oe 
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So diverse. So entertaining. 
So absolutely free. Laudas Flying Wo 
World premier in the Lauda 
a i : From October 2™ directly 
Gourmet Restaurant Cinema-Center — Shopping-Mall or ne Ce to the heart of europe. 
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The Melbourne Cricket Ground is 
gearing up to host its first ever World 
Cup soccer match. 
PATRICK MANGAN reports. 


The old stadium probably thought it had imposing sporting edifice - a place in the aback when Melbourne was chosen as the 
seen it all by now - Bradman at the crease, World Cup finals. venue for probably the most important soccer 
Ron Clarke igniting the Olympic flame, On 29 November 1997, the MCG plays game played in Australia in a quarter of a 
performances by Pavarotti, U2 and Madonna, host to the final qualification game for the century. 
not to mention Pope John Paul If. most sought-after sporting trophy on the Critics pointed to the woeful attendances 

But the latest holy grail being pursued at planet, when the Socceroos take on the fourth- at Socceroo games held in Melbourne in recent 
the Melbourne Cricket Ground is virgin best team Asia has to offer. | 


years. During the last World Cup campaign in 
territory for Australia’s largest and most Pundits around the country were taken | 1993, a crucial clash with New Zealand 


30 


SOCCER AUSTRALIA —p 


proved to be a claustrophobic’s paradise as 
barely 12,000 turned out to see Australia turn 
over the Kiwis 3-0. 

But possibly the most glaring example of 
Melbourne’s soccer indifference had been five 
years earlier when an even smaller crowd 
dotted the windy expanse of Olympic Park as 
Romario’s Brazil strutted their stuff. 

Melbourne, however, has a new-found 
reputation as the one-off spectacular capital of 
Australia. and in the last two years the city 
has staged the Australian Grand Prix, 
Bledisloe Cup and rugby league State of Origin 
games with impressive attendances across the 
board. It’s little wonder that Victorian Premier 
Jeff Kennett has expressed confidence in the 
success of a World Gup match at the 100,000 
capacity stadium. 

“There is no better ground to be playing 
one of the most popular sports in the world 
than the MGG,” he said recently. “It’s not that 
this event is being held in Melbourne, that isn’t 


| 


the important issue at all. 

“Tt is being held at the mecca of sport in 
Australia in front of an audience larger than 
any other venue can hold. This stadium will 
give vocal and physical support in numbers 
unequalled anywhere else in Australia for Alex 
(Tobin) and his team.” 

Soccer Australia chairman David Hill is no 
doubt relieved that the Victorian Government 
is underwriting an attendance of at least 
62,000, and as a rugby sympathiser Hill has 
observed closely the almost supernatural 
attraction a big event holds for Victorian 
sports followers. 

“Melbourne has a terrific record in staging 
these huge events successfully,” said Hill, 
conscious of the financial bonanza swept down 
the drain when the Socceroos’ Sydney Football 
Stadium confrontation with New Zealand was 
washed out in July. “All the indications are 
that we should expect to get a sellout crowd,” 

The MCG is set to join Wembley. the 


Ni 


| Maracana and the Bernabeu as a World Cup 
football venue and the grand old lady of 
Australian sport will never have seen anything 
guite like it. 

A ground record 121,000 spectators 
witnessed the 1970 VFL Grand Final between 
Carlton and Collingwood, but come 29 
November over 100 nations across the planet 
will watch 11 Australians kick a soccer ball 
around a paddock against Asian opposition. 
It’s a completely different ball game, in more 
ways than one. 

The Melbourne Cricket Ground, echoing 
already with the glorious exploits of Australian 
heroes Don Bradman, Herb Elliott, Betty 
Cuthbert and Ron Barassi is a fitting location 
for our Socceroos to do battle for the final 
place in the last major sporting event of the 
second millennium. 

The people of Melbourne, and the millions 
watching throughout Australia and the rest of 
the world, are in for an unforgettable night. 
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With the Socceroos close to 
clinching a place at France 98, 
PHILIP MICALLEF looks at the 
Pressures facing coach Terry 
Venables as D-day approaches, 


Terry Venables is on a hiding to nothing 
as he takes his resurgent Socceroos into the 
final qualifying tie for a place in the World 
Cup in France. 

Venables, @ coach highly regarded in the 
world of football. is putting together the final 
details in the preparation for what are 
shaping up as the two most important games 
in the history of Australian soccer. 

Sure, the Socceroos have played in bigger 
games, nol least in 1974 when they actually 
performed in the finals against Rast Germany, 
West Germany and Chile. 

On Australian soil, few people will forget 
those two memorable games with Scotland an 
Melbourne in 1985 and Argentina in Sydney 
in 1993 that for a fleeting moment captured 
the imagination of indifferent mainstream 
Australia. 

But this time a lot more hinges on the 
outcomes of our two-leg playoff with the 
fourth-placed Asian team. 

Australia meets an as yet to be 
determined Asian side on 22 and 29 


SUGGER AJSTRALIS - NOVEMBRE 9) 
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November, the return leg to be played at the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground. 

Whereas Australia was not expected to 
win any of those matches against some of the 
world’s most powerful soccer nations, this 
lime we are expected to prevail. 

We must win and get th rough to France 
because the repercussions for the game could 
be drastic should we fail. 

Firstly, soccer is on the brink of an 


With an expensive 
coach to pay and 
an escalating 
players’ bill, the 
Socceroos must 
reach the French 
finals at all costs. 


exciting new era. 

An administration that has given the 
game a breath of fresh air and a big-name 
coach who is beginning to harness the special 
Skills of our elite players have given our sport 
a new sense of direction. 

Even though high drama politics and 


controversy are never far from the game, 


Adidas 


there is no doubt a perception exists among 


ordinary Australians that the sport is turning 
the corner. And not before time too. 

But make no mistake, failure to reach the 
finals would undo all the good work that has 
been done in the last few years. 

Second, it is no secret that Soccer 
Australia’s coffers are not exactly overflowing 
with money. 

The poor quality of the opposition in our 
World Cup campaign gave us a few easy wins 
but understandably did not draw big crowds. 
Even the traditional grudge confrontation 
with New Zealand turned into a fizzer after 
Australia’s comprehensive 3-0 rout of the 
Kiwis in Auckland. 

The last thing Soccer Australia needs at 
the end of a costly campaign is elimination at 
this final. crucial hurdle. 

With an expensive coach to pay and an 
escalating players’ bill, the Socceroos must 
reach the French finals at all costs to enable 
Soccer Australia to get its hands on the $3 
million FIFA will distribute to each 
participating country, 

Assistant coach Raul Blanco concedes the 
pressure on the Socceroos is building but he 
is confident of success. 

“I's a very big challenge and we're under 
pressure but that’s part of our job,” he said, 
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“We're on the right track and it is important 
we remain focused.” 

Which brings us back to Venables. 

The former Barcelona, Tottenham and 
England supremo took up the Socceroos’ 
coaching position in 1996 as a personal 
challenge, 

His brief was quite straightforward: to get 
Australia to the World Cup. 

Helped in no small measure by a 
avourable draw, Venables took up the 
0 give the Australians a second 
aste of World Gup football. His effort will be 
judged on 
E] Tel 
job is to improve a team and if one does that 


challenge 


this count and this count only. 
old me a few months ago a coach's 


one can be satisfied with one’s work. 

Well, there is no doubt that Australia — 
their 11-game unbeaten record under 
Venables apart — are playing much better and 
more entertaining football than that provided 
y his immediate predecessors. 

But that will mean absolutely nothing if 
we fall to reach France. And Venables knows 
it. 

Captain Alex Tobin says Venables has 
done wonders for the morale of the Socceroos 


in his short stint down under 
“He is a down to earth person who has 
the ability to relate very well with his players 


addas \ 


| because he was a top player himself,” Tobin 


said. 


“He is also a supremely confident coach 


who makes us feel he knows exactly what 
needs to be done to get results.” 

This is the scenario surrounding the 
Socceroos’ preparation for an epic 


| confrontation that could well determine the 


future of the game in Australia. 


——= 
One hopes that the pressures of home 


expectation that have floored many a great 
team won't stop our players from performing 
to the best of their ability. 

One also hopes that when the Socceroos 
run on to the Melbourne Cricket Ground on 
29 November, they will have the support of 
not only the soccer fraternity but the whole 
nation. 


THE RECORD - VENABLES’ FIRST XI 


January, Melbourne: New Zealand 
January, Brisbane: South Korea 
January, Sydney: Norway 
March, Skopje: Macedonia 
April, Budapest: Hungary 


Jume, Sydney: Solomon Islands 


June, Sydney: Tahiti 
June, Sydney: Solomon Islands 


June, Sydney: Tahiti 


June, Auckland: New Zealand 
July, Sydney: New Zealand 
Played Ww D 
11 | 0 


1-0 
El 
1-0 
1-0 
eal 
13-0 
5-0 
6-2 
2-0 
38-0 
2-0 


Bingley) 

Bingley, Edwards) 

(Hooker) 

(Vidmar A) 

(Vidmar A 2, Muscat) 

Mori 5, Aloisi 5, Foster, Tapai, Bosnich pen.) 
(Vidmar A, Trimboli 2, Arnold, Bingley) 
Slater, Arnold, own goal, Tapai 2, Vidmar A pen.) 
Zelic, Trimboli) 

(Aloisi, Vidmar A, Foster) 

(Zelic, Arnold) 


L, For Against 


0 39 4 


Scorers under Venables: Aloisi 6, Vidmar A 6, Mori 5, Arnold 3, Bingley 3, Tapai 3, Trimboli 
3, Foster 2, Zelic 2. Bosnich 1, Edwards 1, Hooker 1, Muscat 1, Slater 1, own goal 1, 
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November 1973 - Hong Kong. 
Australia 1 South Korea 0. 


Surely the Soeeertios’ finest hour 
The 1973 qualifiers saw Australia 
needing to defeat South Korea over 
two legs Lo qualify for the World Cup 
finals in West Germany. The 
Soocermus were held to a scoreless 
draw in Sydney, after which the 
Korean coach predicted a 2-0, victory 
for his Veatt in the return encounter. 

His prediction seemed Spot on as 


the Asians sped 0 4 lwo goal lead in 
Seoul, hut goals by Branko Buljevie 
and Ray Baarta secured a beating 2- 
2 draw, The stage was set for 3 
gripping play-olf in Hong Kong. 

Austeaila had the hetler of the 
third match but as the game passed 
the hawr mark, neither team hail 
troubled the scorers. After 70 
minutes, however, came an 
unforgettable winning goal. 

Ray Richards’ freekiek found” 
Jimmy Rooney on the edge-of the 
South Korean penalty area. Rooney 
slipped the ball to midfielder Jimmy 
Mackay, whose 30 metie piledriver 
left:the goatkeeper clutching thin air 

Mackay’s wonder goal was 
enough to seal a 1-0 Victory and to 
send the Socceniias to their first and 
so far only World Cup finals 
appeariinve 


October 1985 - Tel Aviv. 
Israel 1 Australia 2. 


This victory in Tel Av'v is 
arguably the Socceroos’ greatest 
ever away win. Playing an Israeli 
team widely regarded in their 
homeland as the best they'd ever 
produced, the Aussies battled a 
fiercely parochial 45,000 crowd, 
injury difficulties and erratic 
refereeing in this bruising clash. 

By half-time it was clear this 
was going to be a classic Aussie 
backs-to-the-wall scenario. The 
scoreline was blank after 45 


WORLD CUP WONDERS 


The Socceroos’ greatest games — 


compiled by PATRICK MANGAN 


minutes, but Socceroo keeper Terry 
Greedy had been stretchered off with 
a head injury and coach Frank Arok 
had been banished from the 
touchline for obscene language. 

Early in the second half striker 
David Mitchell intercepted a 
wayward pass from an Israeli 
defender and slotted it past the 
goalkeeper. Within minutes it was 2- 
0 as John Kosmina powerfully 
headed home a Graham Jennings 
cross and.the game seemed as good 
as Over. 

Israel pulled a goal back, but 
replacement keeper Jeff Olver 
ensured that the points were 
heading down under when his 
spectacular one-handed save kept 
Alan Davidson's misdirected 
backheader out of the net. 

The bizarre 85th minute 
dismissal of tigerish midfielder 
Kenny Murphy for kicking the ball 
too vigorously out of play kept 
Australian fans on tenterhooks until 
the final whistle, but the Socceroos 
hung on for a courageous victory. 


December 1985 - Melbourne. 
Australia 0 Scotiand 0, 


The 1985 qualifiers saw 
Australia having to face Scotland 
after eliminating New Zealand, Israel 
and ‘Taiwan, bul if the highly-rated 
Scots were expecting an easy. 
passage to the 1986 Mexico World 
Cup finals. tt quickly became 
apparent they were in for 4 surprise 
from the pars-timers. 

Soceeroo coach Frank Arok told 
the Scottish media before the first 
leg at Glasgow's Hampden Park. “We 
are not @ bunch of cuddly koalas 
and some ¢runching tackles from 
Australia’s defenders early in the 
game emphasised the point. 

The Aussies rarely ventured into 
Scotland's half ina gritty defensive 


display. Dut after holding out until 
half-time they were disappointed to 
20 down 2-0 to second half strikes 
from Davie Cooper and debutant 
Frank MeAvennic. 

The return teg was held at 
Olympic Park in Melbourne. and the 
Scots were sufficiently comfortable 
with the bwe goal cushion that they 
rested Kenny Dalglish and Gordon 
Strachan fer the game 

To the surprise of many of the 
millions watehing the game around 
the world, Australia had the better of 
the first. half and only a reflex save 
by Scotland keeper Jim Leighton 
from striker John Kosmina kept the 
scoreline blank at the break 

But it was in the second hall that 
the Saceeroos really put the pressure 
on thelr European opponents and in 
the last 20 minutes Australia vould 
easily have scored three times: 

Twiee in a minute Zarko 
Odzakov went within millimetres of 
putting the Aussies aliead. as first 
an inspired Leighton fingertipped an 
Odzakov freekick over the bar and 
then the luckless- midfielder 
shimmied past the Scottish defence 
only Wo see his shot bounce 
agonisingly past the far past when it 
seemed more likely lo.come to rest 
in the hack of the net. 

There was still Lime for young 
substitute Frank Parina to came 
olose to breaking the deadlock. but 
by then |t was obvious it wasn’t to 
be the Socceroos’ tight. in spite of 
the territorial advantage the part- 
timers heli! over thelr Illustrious 
opponents for most of the game 

Kenny Dalgiish, giving expert 
comments for Seottish television, 
claimed after the match that a draw 
had been'a fair result. Tey telling 
thal to the Aussies who, with a bit of 
luck, could have been jetting off to 
Mexico the following Jane instead of 
an extremely relieved Scottish 
squat. 


August 1993 - Sydney. 
Australia 2 Canada 1. 


‘The early games of the 1993 World (up' 
qualifiers saw the Soccrnos ease jist 
New Zealand; their “dream: teany’ ; 
predominantly made up of Buropean-based 
players cruising 10-2 4-0 aggregate victory. 

Canada was expeched bo provide a 
stemer test for the Aussies. antl $9 i 
proved, ‘The Ganucks look a slender 2-1 
Advantage with them to Syne, 4 win, 
secured after Soccena) keeper Robert 
Zaina was sent olf in-the first halt. 

Australian coach Sddie Thomslin said He 
would “bet his house on his. charges 
ovencaming the deel in. the second lea: 
and the Sovcens played as Whey hard ne 
itention ofesving Thommn honietess. 

Australia’s first half perlannance was 
electrifying and it was a mitatle thet the 
Canadians trailed onky by a -solitetry Prank 
Farina strike, The Spocerons tral most 
dozin clear strikes at goal in the opening 
stanwi, with Patina-and Aurelio Vidmar- 
coming close twy Ge inne Times aptece, 

Barly inthe second half disaster 
struck as second string keeper Mark 
Schwarzer let a shot from Canada’s 
Hooper slip through his fingers to bevel 
the score at 1-1 

Asstralia continued to pepper the 
oppnsition goat, bul they were 12 sntnutes 
away trom World Gup eliminatiin when 
Mehmet Durakovin, the hunt hirick wall, 
materialised from nowhere.to ane a 1B- 
metre header over Ganailian goalle Graig 
Forrest. 

‘The mateh went-to extra-time and oniee 
again Ue Anssies had she better-af 
proceedings. Wut th spite of Durakovie-and 
Tony Vidar coring close, tie score 
remained al, 2-1, forcing the tle to 
penalties 

Enter Schwarzer, only playing because 
Robert Zablea was suspended and Mark 
Bosnich was in dispate with the 
Australian authorities. The Marconi 
custodian saved twine in thé shootout, 
and Farina slammed home his team’s 
fourth and decisive penally 40 send the 
Sooderoos into the next round OF the 
World Cup. 


WORLD CUP WONDERS 


The Socceroos’ 
greatest games 


October 1993 - Sydney. 
Australia 1 Argentina 1. 


‘The Succermos” reward for 
disposing of the Canadians was a 
‘mission impossible” against dual 
world champions Argentina. Diego 
Maradona returned to the 


Argentinian fineup after a 
lengthy drugs ban, indicating how 
seriously the South Americans were 
taking the tie. 

‘The Argentinians, shell-shocked 
alter a 5-0) home defeat by Colombia 
had forced them into the play-off 


against Australia, were nervous 
about facing the Socceroos. 


fe trint infin nab Qudnow 


Batistuta, Abel Balbo, Fernando 
Redondo and Maradona himself 
coneeded pnssession to the Aussies 
for large periods of the finst half. 

An the opening 30 minutes, it 
was Australia that went closer to 
scoring. Graham Amol almost 
connected at the near post with a 
Jason van Blerk cross and thet 
Robbie | Slater charged through the 
midifield but his final shot lacked the 
power fo trouble the Argentine 
goalkeeper, Sergio Goyenchea. 

Right minutes before the break, 
disaster strack, 
Maradona, 
who'd been weil 
) shackled by 


ae 


4 Soooersg 

ie > ' skipper Paul 
Wade, 
dispossessed 


) the usually- 
) impeccable 
Milan 
fyanovie and 
fired-over an 
inch-perteo! 
cross which 
* Balbo 
despatched past Mark 
Bosnich with a brilliant header. 

The Australians | were undaunted 
at falling a goal behind on home soil, 
however, and within four minutes 
Ned Zelic replicated the mastery of 
dona in threading a pass to 


“Tony Vidar deep inside Argentina’ 5 


penalty area, Viemar. squared | the 
hall to his brother Aurelio who 


Socceroos continued ‘to hold their 
own against, the: 1986 sword 


opportunities | to break the deadlock 
but Aurelio Vidmar and van Blerk 
also had their chanees. The game 
finished 1-1. 

The 42.000 crowd was 
disappointed the home team 
couldn't secure the win they 
needed to pul pressure on 
Argentina for the return leg in 
Buenos Aires, bul those fans 
reflecting on having seen an 
Australian team match one of the 
world’s great lonthalling nations 
aver the fill ON minntes knew 


AND THE MOST 
FORGETTABLE... 


April 1989 - Auckland. 
New Zealand 2 Australia 0. 
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Asia’s th reat 


Australia’s assistant 
coach RAUL BLANCO 
believes the 
Socceroos’ final 
opponents in their 
campaign to reach 
France 98 will come 
from Iran, South 
Korea, Saudi Arabia, 
China or Japan. 


Blanco. who has seen plenty of Asian football in a coaching 
career spanning more than a decade, has no doubts that the 


team to face Australia in a final. two-leg playoff on November 


22 and 29 will come from this quintet. 
Here are Blanco’s views on each of the remaining 10 Asian 
countries who are currently involved in a:‘mad scramble for a 


place in the French finals. 


- compiled by PHILIP MICALLEF. 
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In the second of his interviews for 
Soccer Australia magazine, 

GREG BLAKE tackles the man behind 
the moustache behind the future of 


Australian soccer, George Negus. 


And so it became legend that the six- 
gun slingin’ “Balmain Cowboy’ came a 
pokin’ his big ol’ bushy moustache into 
specer’s badiands. Remember: “Tick - tick 
~ tick, 'm George Negus, I'm fan Leslie and 
Mm Ray Martin’? 

Yes, Negus, the journa who virtually 
single-handedly defined tabloid television 
in Australia on the original Oz version of 
‘60 Minutes’, is a Soccer Australia 
commissioner. 

These days Negus likes to use big words 
like ‘obsequious’ and ‘labyrinth’ as host of 
high-brow ABC-TV current affairs event 
‘Foreign Correspondent”. He also likes 
Stirring the pot as a high profile soccer 
administrator. Recently he deined to talk 
down lo-me. 


GB - Hello George. still available for 
that interview? 

GN - Can you call me back in 10 
minutes? 

GB - Sure. 

Ten minutes later... 

GB - George? 

GN - Gday mate, how are you? 

GB - Good. Were you watching Stuart 
Littlemore (host of ABC’s Media Watch)? 

GN - (Sheepishiy) | was. 

GB - Why, just because your name 
Was mentioned again? 

GN - Isn't it always? | just watch to 
see What the next serve’s going Lo be. 

GB - Now. 1 understand that you are 
a high-brow ABC journalist of some 
integrity these days, but hopefully you'll 


forgive me if I'm a little flippant and rude. 
A little bit intrusive, a little “60 Minutes'- 
ish if you like... 

GN - No. I'm expecting it. 

GB - And don't be scared, just 
because you haven't got an auto-cue to 
help you through. 

GN - |'ll try and string at least a few 
words together, 

GB - Just do your best. OK. well the 
most topical question for me is. given that 
I've hounded you for the past 18 months 
about it. please 20 on the public record 
and tell me why I can't be a bloddy foreign 
correspondent too. What do you find so 
offensive about my style? 


“The facts of life 
are that for 20 
years soccer in 
Australia was in 
the doldrums. It is 
no longer in the 
doldrums.” 


GN - (Chortling) Well, to be honest | 
think you'd stand a fair chance. Anyone 
that can cop my style can cop just about 
anyone's style. I think you've been hardiy 
done by. 

GB - Yes. cold comfort until | get a 
contract in the mail. Anyway, tell me about 
the “Balmain Cowboy’ nickname. 

GN - Well, Blakie, 1 used 10 be the 
‘Balmain Cowboy’. How tar behind the 
times are you? 

GB - Nex! you'll be telling me 
Malcolm Fraser is no longer Prime 
Minister! But how did the nickname come 
about? 

GN - In the old “60 Minutes’ days | 


i 


used to get about in jeans and cowboy 
bools and people thaught it was a look bi 
it was really because | shopped at a loca 
disposal store, 

GB - (0)n ‘60 Minutes’, you and thal 
program really defined tabloid television 
Australia... 

GN - No, it was broadsheet televisi 
packed Into a narrow band. 

GB - Hmmmm. Anyway. high-braws 
and intellectuals like myself wateh ‘Forel 
Correspondent’, but because you use lols 
of big words on the show | would think 
that would tend to turn away the likes of 
Joe Punch-clock and Harriet Housecoat 
Why go back to the ABC, and are we nov 
seeing the quintessential you? 

GN -/ got tired of talking to 11-vea 
olds on commercial television. 

GB - Ah, so you admit it was tabloi 
TV2 

GN - No, | don't think I've changed 
my approach much at all. Maybe the odi 
three syllable word, but other than that i! 
pretty much the same, But, if ‘Foreign 
Correspondent’ didn’t exist [ think T woull 
have invented it. It's a program made for 
someone like myself. 

GB - 50 is this it career wise? 

GN - What are you suggesting Blaki 
that I'm too old? 

GB - (Quite frankly, yes. Journalism 
4 young man’s game. But really, where 
does it go from here ? 

GN - Soccer, of course. My other 
unpaid life. 

GB - Thal’s a good link. George. 
because that’s what we want to delve inl 
at some point. So, how did the ‘Balmain 
Cowboy’ mosey on into soccer? 

GN - Well. | was into soccer long 
before | was the “Balmain Cowboy’, I grey 
up with soccer, it was my game as a kid - 


and cricket - and | had a little bit of rep 
success as a youngster. | grew to love the 
game and I've never lost that passion for it. 

When my own kids started playing it re- 
kindled my own fervour for soccer and I 
began to see things that | thought were not 
quite right and | saw @ game that was oul- 
stripping its administration, so I put my 
hand up. 

GB - Did anyone in particular push 
you to gel involved at this level? 

GN - When! started bagging the 
previous administration a few people came 
out of the woodwork and | got lots of 
strange phone calls in the middie of the 
night from people with exotic accents 
suggesting it might be a good idea if | did 
get involved and | began to take that idea 
seriously. 

| began to think that maybe a profile 
like mine, contacts like mine and 
experience like mine could be useful to the 
game. So, given thal I'm just 4 little too 
old and out of training for the Sogceroos in 
1998 (although that appears to be no 
barrier to Milan Ivanovic) I decided Pd go 
for an off-field rote. 

Although, Blakie, Id have to say that 
last week when Milan Ivanovic was in Colfs 
Harbour as a guest for our local team 
against the Olyroos he said that my first 
touch was excellent - with both feet - and | 
took that as an offer to play for Adelaide 
City next season. 

GB - it sounds to me as if you were 
both smoking the peace pipe behind the 
dressing sheds, but that’s your business. 
Having said all that, was it a bad decision 
io get involved in soccer at this level. 
given that you have expressed some 
frustrations in recent times? 

GN - No. | mean there have been 
some frustrating. annoying and idiotic 
moments, but in the long run, no. I'm 
delighted at the progress that the game 
has made since the new broom came in. 
it’s been painful and difficull on occasions 
— and frustrating - but the game is in 
better shape than it ever was despite some 


perpetual knockers. 

The crowds are up, the profife is up, 
the money is down, bul that was always 
going to be the case if we were going to 
progress, and now the boys at senior level 
look like they’re as good a chance as 
they've ever been to mix it with the best in 
the world. What | would love to see is the 
yawning gap between our power base - our 
hundreds of thousands of young players - 
and the Bricsson Cup narrowed 


| dramatically. 


GB - Don't get too long-winded. 

GN -!'m being serious now, Blakie. 
GB - Yes, | do so enjoy a sobering 
moment. How about this then, on behalf of 

all of us who are wondering what such a 
high-profile megastar such as 
yourself is doing involved in our 
game. What the hell do you do? 
What is your point? 

GN - Well, basically to 
cause internal trouble within 
the administration and the 
board of Soccer Austrafia. Ask 
David Hill (1 will!}, who doesn't 
know if I’m an ally or an 
enemy. 

GB - In other words you 
are merely a more intellectual 
replacement for jus about every saccer 
administrator gone before? 

GN - I'm 4 professional ideas person, 


. 
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that is what journalism of my kind is about. 
) I delight in ideas and have been hurling 


ideas of all kinds in all areas of the game, 
on field and off field. 

Some of the ideas people have listened 
to and been put into practise. Some ideas 
have been ignored and some I've been told 
are ridiculous. But I'm going to keep 
throwing big ideas al the game so thal 
people can gel rid of their inferiority 
complex as far as the game is concerned. 

GB - Why should | believe in you and 
this administration any more than in any 


previous well-intentioned but failed 


administrators? 

GN -[ don't ask you to, just look at 
results. People now are saying to me all 
the time that it is good to see soccer 
gelting off its arse. because they did feel 
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| that for so long it was a closed shop. an 
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enclave, iL was under a rock, and now 
people don't believe thal any more. 

We've done nowhere near as mach for 
soccer as people think, but that is a good 
perception to have around the place. Its 
good that people are thinking that soccer 
is on the move. 

People don't have to believe me any 
more than anyone else, but the facts of life 
are that for 20 years soccer in Australia 
was in the doldrums. It is no longer in the 
doldrums, 

We are getting somewhere, despite the 
mistakes, despite set backs. despite the 
arguments and despite the divisions the 
game’s profile on and off the field is higher 
than it has been for 20 years. 


ChOS. the Lozareys re: 


Now that’s called 
progress by anybody's standards. 

GB - So you and Hill aren't just a 
couple of high-profile old show-pontes 
who've got nothing better to do with their 
time than tamper in areas which they know 
nothing about? 

GN - | certainly don't need the 
publicity, Blakie. 

GB - Oh, come on, who watches 
‘Foreign Correspondent’? 

GN - I'd like to spend a lot more time 
with my family and they share my love of 
the game. My two boys play and my 
partner, who grew up an Aussie rules 


person, is now the secretary of our focal 
club and is now driving people mad locally, 
She's become a real enthusiast; she 
Joves soccer and soceer people. She cannot 
get over the gentlemen she meets amoung 
soccer players. She used to think all 
football players were yobbos; thal to bea 
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Champion Seating 


October 4 Kickoff... Book your SEASON ticket at Suncorp 
Stadium for your reserved seat to a Champion season with the 


Champion Soccer 


Champion Stadium 
Champion Team 


Champion 


For just $20, you can have your 


Champions of Australia! 


Grandstand Reserved Seats General Admission 

Adults $170 $125 

Pens/Student 

over 16 years $100 $65 

6 - 16 years $80 $50 

Family $350 $260 

Premium Seating Centreline Centreline 
Platinum * Gold + 

No concessions $395 $345 


* Internal seating Centreline Club 


Social Club Membership 


Adult $40 
Pens/Student $30 
6 - 16 years $25 
Family $85 


We have other packages available to choose from... for full details and 
a brochure contact Brisbane Strikers Soccer Club PO Box 1648, Milton 


Q 4064 or call 07 3217 6322 or Fax 07 3236 5011 
You can find us on the net too!! ~www.brisbanestrikers.com 
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very own Champions T-shirt 
and that includes packing and 
postage. 


Simply write to Strikers 
Marketing office enclosing your 
$20 payment and we will rush 
back to you this great T-shirt 
which is only available direct 
from the Strikers. 


As you can see, Andy thinks 
they are excellent too, so don’t — 


delay as there is limited 
quantities available. 


Brisbane Strikers Marketing 
PO Box 1648 
Milton Q 4064 


Call 07 3217 6322 or Fax 07 3236 5011 for full 
details on all of the Champion’s merchandise. 
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foatballer you had to have an [0 of no 
more than six. She keeps meeting soccer 
players who can string words Logether and 
who are interesting people. 

GB - So what you are saying is that 
soccer people would watch Foreign 
Correspondent’ and footballers from other 
codes would watch ‘60 Minutes’? 

GN - 1 hads't \hought of it that way, 
bul yeah. 

GB - Like coaches. administrators 
tend to have @ limited lifespan in this 
pame. In your case have the frustrations 
led you down the track towards getting 
humpy and quitting the game? 

GN - [ve only thought of leaving every 
other day. [t's not fun. The frustration 
within the administration is not fun. 

GB - Are you prepared to point 
fingers and name names? 

GN - It's not any particular person, 
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it’s just people generally when they don't 
share the vision. But T acknowledge the 
fact that if you’re-a big picture person then 
there are going to be occasions when 
peaple who have a job to do on lhe ground 
aren't necessarily going to see the big 
picture as you do. That's the frustration. 

If anvone’s got the idea that (m just 
Hill's boy they can forget that, He argues 
with me more than any other person In the 
organisation and sometimes il gets 
extremely willing. You don’t need the 
bullshit, that goes with it. In fact 1 
hesitated about re-joining the board. 

Your point about people coming in and 
out of the game fs very interesting because 
I don't really believe it’s a good thing for 
people to stay Loo long in this sort of role. 
If { walked away it wouldn't be because I'd 
wimped it. it would be because I've 
outlived my usefulness and I'd thought a 
couple of times over the last few months 
that | had 


The sniping from certain sections of the 
media amd certain sections within the 
game. | thought ‘this is bullshit” and 1 don't 
need this. You put your hand up to 
volunteer and bastards have a go. 

You have to snap yourself out of that 
sort of self-indulgence and say thal if you 
still believe in the vision youve got and you 
still believe in the role you can play you get 
back in there and kick up a bit more shit. 

GB - Here's a final one to truly test 
your allegiences. In light of your recent 
television-finded junket for the Hong Kong 
handover, as the gung-ho journalist that 
you are. would you rather an exclusive 
interview with Pol Pol, a one-on-one with 
Mubutu Sese Seko or to take “Foreign 
Correspondent’ on the road to France 
during the World Cup finals next year? 

GN - | don't think that's even a 
question, ts it? 

GB - Don't be 4 wimp, answer il. 

GN - I'd go to France 
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The 1990s has seen the arrival of the 
first generation of Australian-born 
coaches in the national league. 

IAN HAMILTON explores the ongoing 
impact the young guns are likely to 
have on soccer in this country. 


There is a revolution in Australian 
soccer, Since 1995, the coaching fraternity 
in the Ericsson Cup has been given a 
facelift. 

The old guard who have dominated 


coaching since the advent of the national 
league, who almost to a man learned the 
game overseas, have been all but swept 

aside. 

In the 1997/98 season Frank Arok 
stands alone as the last bastion of that 
group with 11 of the 14 Bricsson Cup 
coaches having emerged in recent years, 
some with very little coaching 
experience. Gone are Rale Rasic, Raul 


Blanco, Les Scheinflug, Manfred Schaefer, 


Eddie Thomson, Bruce Stowell - some up, 
some out. 

Once, to get a job in the 

~ national league the major 
prerequisite was already 
having a job in the 
national league. Former 
Socceroo captain and 
Newcastle Breakers coach 
John Kosmina is not the 
only one to describe it as 
a “merry go round”. 
“They kept getting in 
where they shouldn't 
have. All it was was a 
reshuffling of deckchairs 
on the Titanic - the game 


wasn't really going 
anywhere,” says Kosmina. 
But now it’s all changed. 
In a progression that goes 
hand in hand with the 
growing maturity of the 
game in Australia, a new 


generation of homegrown 
coaches have broken 
through the glass ceiling. 
And they are a big part of 
the success equation of 
, the game of recent years. 
The most compelling 
testimony to the 
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revolution that is taking place comes from a 
look at last season's final six. 

Five of the six coaches involved were 
young bloods - only Manfred Schaefer at 
Marconi managed to keep the Ericsson Cup 
dream alive for the old guard, although 
even he was on borrowed time, his 
replacement appointed long before Marconi 
was a spent force, 

While Berti Mariani broke the cycle in 
1988 at Marconi, even his unexpected 
success failed to fire the imaginations of 
club administrators elsewhere. 

“| inherited the position by default, it 
was a big risk for the club,” Mariani says 
“A number of coaches were just rotating 
positions at the time - it was a fairly insular 
situation.” 

David Ratcliffe at Wollongong and 
Branko Culina at the Melbourne Knights 
made it in the early 90s, but it wasn’t until 
1996 that the revolution really began, 

Theodorakopoulos says the revolution 
began with his appointment to the Wolves in 
1996. 

“Wollongong were the pioneers in 
employing the younger coach. They went for 
me as an unknown - that broke the cycle. 
Then we saw Angie Postecoglou given a 
chance at South Melbourne.” 

Postecoglou sees it similarly: “There was 
definitely a merry go round going on. But a 
couple of years ago people like David 
Ratcliffe, Branko Culina and John Kosmina 
broke through and the fact that they had 
some sort of success probably encouraged 
other clubs to go that way.” 

In 1995/96 former Socceroo skipper 
John Kosmina slotted in at Newcastle, Ian 
Dobson took over from Mirko Bazic at the 
Knights and took the title, and no one needs 
reminding what Frank Farina achieved in 
96/97 in his first season as coach. 
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Also last year, Gary Marocchi in Perth, 
Adrian Santrac at West Adelaide, and John 
Nyskohus at Adelaide City joined the 
vanguard of generational change. 

Adding a more exciting dimension to the 
scene is the return of the prodigal sons to 
where it all began. 


This season Eddie Krncevic and David 


Mitchell join Frank Farina as the local game 
reaps its “European dividend” with the first 
wave of Australian exports bringing back 
the experience gleaned from careers spent 
at the highest levels the world game can 
offer. The local game produced them and 
now it's time to collect on the investment 

“Tt’s so pleasing to see these coaches 
coming back and wanting to contribute to 
the national league,” says Mariani. 

“If you look at the overall progression of 
any soccer nation, that’s what’s needed if 
we are to progress. 

“Some of these guys have amazing 
credentials, they're involved in the club, 
had full international experience and they're 
enthusiastic. A lot of them have gone back 
(0 their old clubs which is also crucial.” 

So why did all this take so long? 

Club administration is now more 
professional, says Kosmina. 

“It has to be, otherwise it won't survive 


he old days when you could play favourites 
are all over and done with.” 

The biggest barrier has been 
administrators who want to be coaches, 


says Theodorakopoulos. 


become too 
important,” he says, quick to add there is 
“absolutely no intervention” at Wollongong. 

“Clubs are gamblers a lot more, taking 
minor risks with inexperienced coaches but 
it seems to be paying off.” 


“Personal differences 


Theodorakopoulos finished playing with 


Ania in 1001. after three broken legs with 
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Sydney Olympic, began 
coaching NSW state 
league third division 
side Alexandria, before 
moving on to Leichhardt 
Tigers as under-21 
coach and assistant to 
Manfred Schaefer. 

Then, a 
championship with 
Belmore Hercules in 
division one in 1995 
was quickly followed in 
January 1996 by the 
call from Wollongong, 
the Wolves being 


unhappy with Berti 
Mariani. 

Ange’s story is 
similar, retiring as a 
player in 1998 at 27 with 
a knee injury, and after 
being assistant coach to 
Frank Arok in 1995, he 
took over in 1996 
towards season's end. 

Postecoglou had 
little in the way of formal coaching 
qualifications or experience. But what he 
did have was invaluable. 

“| had to give the game away early, and 
| had assumed the captaincy at a young 
age, 22, and have always been in leadership 
roles at the club, involved with coaches and 
exposed to their thought processes.” Most 
of all he was South Melbourne through and 
through. 

“Tt was a huge punt by the club to 
gamble on a 30-year-old with no 
experience, especially at a club like this.” 

Gary Marocchi finished playing in 1988 
at Adelaide City, coaching Perth Italia 


under-1&8s in 1989 and 1990 winnins hath 


championships. He did the same as : 


coach from 1991-98, then took the f 
Kangaroos through undefeated in the 
Singapore league in 1994. 

It was a natural progression that 
should coach Perth’s first national le 
team. 

“The fact that I was in the natior 
and got more publicity made it easie 
maybe get a bigger job sooner. | thin 
certainly helps if you've played at a 
level,” Marocchi says. 

“[ have been able to mould toget 
bunch of players that no-one seeme: 
think were any good. I’m a tough soi 


coach.” 
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Branko Culina 


Marocchi is among the few to have a 
Level 3 coaching certificate, the highest in 
Australia. Bul communication and 
leadership skills are more valuable in 
today's game. 

“Those are things you can't teach - 
you've either got them or you haven't. When 
it comes to national league sides you need 
to have a lot more skills in man 
management than you would have al a 
lower level.” 

For Kosmina, never shy to call a spade a 
spade, finding someone to give him a top- 
level coaching opportunity was hard for 
different reasons. 

“I didn’t have the healthiest of 
reputations. | certainly put a few noses out 
of joint as a player and when [ was involved 
with the media,” he concedes. 

Sn Santrac’ TWO Seasons at the 
Warringah Dolphins 
in the NSW Super 
League brought 
quick success, the 
team third in 1994 
before taking out 
the minor 
premiership and 
grand final in 1995 
- yet he was 
appointed by 
Newcastle before 
claiming either 


trophy. 

Like his playing days, Branko Culina has 
arrived at the top quickly as a coach. 

Sacrificing a management career in the 
publishing industry, he stepped up into the 
national league as coach of the Melbourne 
Knights in 1992. 

The first of this decade’s new breed, he 
personifies the modern coach - much more 
of a thinker than his predecessors. 

“There was no guidance then, it was just 
20 out there and do it. Coaches are far, far 
better today in that way,” says Culina. 

“As a coach you've got to be a politician, 
a listener, a teacher, a doctor - all of these 
things, and not just to the players.” 

The future of Australian soccer, under 
the guidance of young coaches like Culina, 
is in good hands. 


John Kosmina 


Coaches tell on Tel 


‘As you might expect. all of the current crop Kosmina: “I think il, Was @ fantastic 


harbour national coaching ambitions down the 
track. Surely it must only be a matter of time 
before generational change takes place at 
national team level. 

With the guys having such sueress at 
domestic level, it’s hard to angue apainst their 
progression to the next stage before too long. 

And with Socceroo, Olyroo. Youth and Joey 
responsibilities all becoming more demanding, 
there are potentially four national positions up 
for grabs, elther as assistants or in outright 
charge. 

“And it's important they be given the 
motivation for the national team because 
ultimately one of these will eventually be a 
coach of the national team,” Mariani Says. 

Venables won't be a lone term proposition 
and the new generation are almost as one in 
calling for the groundwork 1 be laid now for 
the post-Tel era. 

Gary Marocchi: “It has certainly been. 
proven @ good decision but 1 would hope the 
local coaches get involved and 4 think the time 
has come to get: a new breed of cnaches 
working under Terry so.we can follow all his 
ood work through. 

“We've got four (national) sides. The ideal 
thing would be to have four coaches, if the. 
funding was there.” ; 


@ 


appointment - a masterstroke - the profile of 
the game has impraved out of sight. 

“Soccer Australia has an obligation to use 
all the resources available. And as much as 
“Venables is the national team coach, he’s also 
an invaluable resource for the game in Uhis 
country, 

“They've got to puta program in place - 1 


“want to go out and watch him train and ask 


him questions. [want 10 be able to pick his 
brains. 

“We don't generally get access to guys of his 
ilk. While he's here we've got to get as much ; 
out of him as we can. | sald the same thing 
when Eddie Thomson was coach as well - he 
went to the Olympics in Barcelona and Stanta. 
and. np fault of Thommo’s, we saw not one 
piece of information out of those tournaments.” 

Nick ‘Theodorakopoulos: “Initially 1 thought 
Zoran Matic was the right man for the jab, but 
Venables has been a masterstroke, He has such 
an aura and every word he Says carries great 
meaning with his players. 

“But voung coaches who aspire to lead this 
country at senior level should be given a 
chance. | think we should be grooming people 
like Branko Culina, like Frank Farina, with a big 
passion for the game and who are basically 
“winners.” 


Former Socceroo forward David 
Mitchell is back in Australia as coach 
of the controversial Sydney United 
club. He believes he’s up to the task, 
as ROBERT WHEATLEY explains. 


Nasty in the air, elbows prominent, very 
quick in full flight. 

A goalscorer, This was our (NSW under- 
19’s) team’s assessment of the South 
Australian attacker at the national titles in 
Canberra 17 years ago. 

As.an overlapping fullback I had two 
assignments on the eve of the 1980 NSW-SA 
final. One was cortainment - specifically, trying 
to stop David Mitchell. The other was to 
$ in attack that had fuelled 
NSW’s progress te the brink of another 
Championship. After 90 minutes NSW narrowly 
won the contest. Mitchell had been a major 


provide crosse: 


headache. 
That nuisance value eventually 


Jlossomed into an incomparable international 
career. More clubs than Jack Nicklaus! Well, in 
Mitchell's case. the cliche clearly rings true 
Fifteen years of globetrotting amongst some of 
he world’s leading clubs including Glasgow 
Rangers, Chelsea and Feyenoord have ironically 


ed to one of Mitchell's toughest adjustments. 


‘The hardest thing has been to return 
and settle back in Australia after a successful 


career, | arrived from Scotland al the age of six 
but have never really lived here. There’s been 
something like 11 moves in 12 years.” Mitchell 
reflected. 

‘he transition in football terms, however, 
has been softened by a continuing appetite for 
involvement. Eleven matches as caretaker 
manager with UTS Olympic at the tail end of 
the 1996/97 Ericsson Cup season developed 
into a role as head coach with Sydney United. 


To Mitchell's disappointment, the 


appointment came with substantial unwanted 
baggage in the form of admission uncertainty 
into the 1997/98 competition, a deluge of 

playe: 
and identity for the western Sydney outfit. 


r transfers and an unsure financial base 


The nom 


Despite the enormous barriers tt 
idealism is still burning bright. “My: 
to have the best team in Sydney, the 
in Australia and the best team in As 

Realistic goals? Time will tell. Bu 
stresses that the public will be surpi 
the source of ideas. “In spite of my | 
British playing background the style 
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Despite the enormous barriers the fire of 
idealism is still burning bright. “My ambition is 
to have the best team in Sydney, the best team 
in Australia and the best team in Asia.” 

Realistic goals? Time will tell. But Mitchell 
stresses that the public will be surprised with 
the source of ideas. “In spite cf my heavy 


British playing background the style will not 
necessarily be British. That’s definitely the 
case. 

“We aim to play it properly with the ball on 
the ground. I want an attractive team to watch 
with two to three different systems depending 
on the players. In my days at Swindon Town 
we played pure football with Hoddle at the 
helm.” 

By the time Mitchell combined forces with 
the current England manager in 1992 he had 
endured a decade of overseas challenges. 


“[ do regard myself as a pioneer. In the 
early days it was a laugh if you came from 
Australia. You were a non-entity, not heard of 
in world soccer. Craig Johnston was still at 
Middlesbrough.” 

Mitchell also carried the self-inflicted 
weight of a contract that ensured his 
availability for the national side. It did him no 
favours. Leaving Feyenoord as leading 
goalscorer for matches in Australia’s 1986 
World Cup campaign, Mitchell returned to find 
himself on the outer, 


he manager was not pleased. The 
substitutes’ bench was his punishment for 
Socceroo service. A kaleidoscope of clubs 
followed. 

By Mitchell's own admission, the Stamford 
Bridge experience was a disaster. Swindon 
Town signalled to him the depth of commitment, 
in the English game and a return to the 
goalscorer’s charts for the revitalised centre 
forward. 

Exit Mitchell for an eight match Turkish 
experience in Izmir before a return to ‘the Den’ 
in London with dockside Millwall. And if you're 
still reeling in disbelief add Selangor, a stint in 
Hong Kong, Newcastle United on loan before 
the wheel turned full circle and saw Mitchell, 


wife Adele and two daughters back in Sydney. 
“] still feel | have a lot to offer as a player. 


| With a good pre-season under my belt I could 


be a 90 minute proposition. At UTS (Olympic) T 
had to concentrate on the view from the 
outside and felt I sacrificed myself.” 

He defines his role this year as one totally 
dependent on the squad he can assemble. 

“The loss of nine players makes it an even 
bigger task. Sydney United was the best team. 
1 now have to stabilize the side, get a team 
together, to gel and blend them and aim for the 
top six.” 

The focus of his plans for the aspiring 
Mitchell is the players. “They must be happy 
and the club’s number one asset, 

“Unfortunately in Australian soccer half of 
the youth goes missing. The clubs are not 
strong enough to look after them. The biggest 
single problem is still the part-time nature of 


the season.” 

In contrast, Mitchell recalls life in the 
English first division. 

“Twenty-four teams in the league meant 
speed and aggression. A physical battle. The 
amount of games, though, was a killer. There 
were too many clubs, too much tradition and 
there was no break. 

“t do feel, however, that apart from the top 
two sides in Belgium and the top three to four 
units in Holland, the depth of football in the 
English first division meant those leading sides 
han across the 


were of a higher standard 
Channel. 

“Dutch football was technical and highly 
sensitive. But the smaller teams lack money 
and depth. There was also a chasm of 
difference in ability between top and bottom. 

“The Bundesliga was like stepping into the 


future.” 

With such a diverse education in the game 
he remains astounded at the lack of interest 
from local soccer bodies in harnessing his 
knowledge. 

“Soccer federations, clubs or even coaches 
have never asked to tap into my situation. I 
think it’s an indictment on the game, a sad 


| because he could walk 


omad returns 


thing that everyone is interested in only their 
own little job.” 

In an ironic twist for the well-connected 
Mitchell, his managerial future nearly ended up 
with what some would describe as the 
Socceroos’ second home - Portsmouth Football 
Glub - but he rejected it for an Australian 
opening. 

If there is a lesson Mitchell has learned 
from a multitude of managers it stems from the 
fact that even the worst coaches can teach you 
something. You learn how not to do things. 

So, David what about our current National 
boss? “No question, El Tel’s appointment is a 
major boost to the code. His record speaks 
volumes and I rate him among the top five 
coaches in the world. 

“And whether you love him or loathe him, 
he (David Hill) had the 
balls to get him. 
Venables has 
enormous value 


into any boardroom in 
the world and be 
recognised.” 

Mitchell’s personal 
record of four World 
Cup campaigns and 
understanding of the 
impact of success for 
the code in Australia’s 
final two qualifying matches allows him to scoff 
al suggestions that Venables’ contract is 
financially lopsided in his favour. 

“Let's make it clear, nothing is too much to 
pay to secure a place in the World Cup finals.” 

His initiation to Ericsson Cup ranks mirrors 
former Socceroo teammate Eddie Krncevic and 
follows the remarkable path of Frank Farina in 
his rookie year with the Strikers. 

“As a player overseas I was not pushy and 


didn't chase publicity like some of our current 
overseas crop.” 

With Mitchell’s new direction all that could 
change. And expect the ‘big man’ to come out 
fighting. 
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Socceroo great Alan Davidson has 
left behind a life of luxury in 
Malaysia to kickstart his coaching 
career back home with Melbourne 
Knights. BERT VAN BEDAF spoke 
to the man regarded by many as 
the best player Australia has ever 
Produced. 


Alan “Davo” Davidson says his soccer 
career is in transition. 

It is changing from being a legendary 
player to becoming a coach and he has 
chosen the Melbourne Knights to 
gradually close one chapter in order to 
open the other. 

Davidson will line up as sweeper, 
while also fulfilling the task of assistant 
coach to Ken Worden. Davidson's goal is 
to coach a national league club, following 
fellow greats David Mitchell, Frank Farina 
and Eddie Krncevic at Sydney United, 
Brisbane Strikers and Carlton, and 
ultimately to be in charge of the 
Socceroos. 

“I'm moving into a transitional period 
from being a player to becoming a coach. 
There’s no doubt I'll get involved in 
coaching and that | can do the job. It's 
my ambition to coach the Socceroos one 
day. 

“I've gol my (coaching and playing) 
credentials. But that’s only part of the 

picture. I’ve still got to learn the 
administration side and Ken Worden can 
teach me a lot. To be a good coach you've 
got to have good football knowledge. 
You've got to be strong and have good 
motivational skills. You've got to be able 
to speak well and be a front man.” 

Davidson greatly admires Worden, his 
coach at the Knights in 1991 who, like 
Davidson,-has returned to Somers St 
after a highly successful spell in 
Malaysia. 

% “Ken is the best coach I’ve ever 
worked with. There’s no other coach I'd 
work under. I can learn so much from 
him. We have committed ourselves to 
Staying together at the Knights for the 
next two years. 

“We're full-time here. I'll also be 
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| involved in youth development and the 
promotional side of things. But it’s hard to 
predict where you'll be at the end of two 
years - soccer is such a volatile business.” 

After five years in Malaysia with 
Pahang, Davidson returned to where he left 
off. Two grand final losses in a row with the 
Knights, first against South Melbourne and 
then against Adelaide Gily, both on penalties 
and both at Olympic Park, left him 
emotionally scarred and frustrated. 

“Tt (1992) was such a disappointing 
year. We'd just lost another grand final. I 
was so frustrated. We were minor premiers 
twice in 1991 and 1992, but we lost the 
grand finals against South Melbourne and 
Adelaide City, both on penalties at Olympic 
Park. It was a nightmare. 

“After the 1992 grand final ] went 
straight to Malaysia. The next day | flew 
out to Pahang on the east coast. It was an 
amazing experience. Pahang is the biggest 
state in Malaysia. It is a wealthy state and 
the royal family love their soccer. They are 
soccer mad, 

“It was a different world mixing with 
these kinds of people and how they lived 
with wealth. Malaysia was good to me, 
Initially it was only for six months, but we 
liked it and we stayed for another five 
years. 


“The lifestyle’s very different to what 
we've got in Australia. We had servants 
looking after us. The first house we had had 
seven bedrooms and it was just too big. It 
was a mansion. We asked for a smaller one. 
So the crown prince bought me another 
house, just four bedrooms and servant 
quarters, at a resort.” 

Davidson said he left Malaysia on good 
terms with the crown prince, who gave him 
a rousing farewell at the palace. “He said 
the door will always be open whenever I 
Wwarlted to come back and coach the team,” 
Davidson said 

His fabulous years at Pahang, the 
property of a branch of the Malaysian royal 
family who “own” the state, have provided 
financial security for him and his family, 
wife Effie (whom he married in 1988) and 
sons Jason (6) and Jamie (4 and born in 
Malaysia). But it was time to come back to 
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Australia, for the children’s education and 
to share their growing up with their 
grandparents. 

Davidson believes that Knights 
supporters should not expect miracles in 
1997/98. Their youthful team has lost Joe 
Simunic (to Germany) and Lubo Lapsansky 
(to Carlton), although captain Andrew 
Marth has decided to stay. The club 
acquired 19-year-old wingback Zeljko Susa 
from Canberra. Most of last season's 
players, who finished sixth, have been 
retained. 

“We've got to have some targets. 
We'd want to 


look at the 
championship this year, but if we can do it 
or not is another question. Once we've got a 
few games under our belt we'll have a 
better idea. We'd want to win the 
championship, but | don't think the 
supporters are expecting too much from us 
this year, because of the players we've lost. 
“Fhe most important thing is to get some 
experience in the team. That's why Ken 
wants me in the team — to inject some 
experience. We're trying to produce a 
quality team on a shoestring budget. We 
won't be able to compete with Carlton or 
South Melbourne financially - that’s the 


| bottom line. 


“I don't want to sound too 
negative. But at the same time I 
don't want to sound too positive 
either. We've got a positive 
altitude and we've got to get on 


with the job with what we've got. 
Only time will tell. One thing’s for 
sure, we'll be organised and we'll 
have some discipline in the team.” 

Alan Davidson was born in 
Melbourne’s western bayside suburb 
of Williamstown on 1 June, 1961. His 
father, Keith, was also born in 
Williamstown. Keith met his mother, 
Kazuko, in Japan. 


“My father was part of the occupation 
forces and he met my mother in Japan 
after the war. I have two cultures. I am 
proud to be Australian. The biggest high I 
ever got was hearing the national 
anthem when | 
played for 

Australia. 
“But ['m also 
proud to be 
Japanese. My 
mother and my 
father had a lot 
to do with that 
as well. My 
mother told me 
and my (older) 
brother Ken that 
we could be proud 


of being Japanese. 
We didn’t realise it 
at the time, but as 
we went through life 
we began to appreciate what our parents 
had done,” 

Life for the Davidson boys wasn't easy in 
a time and a place when there weren't any 
Asian looking kids around, although there 
were plenty of Greek mates to muck around 
with. 

“Tt felt like my brother and | were the 
only Asian kids in the western suburbs, 
Being Asian and born just after the second 
World War, we went through tough times. 

“There was a lot of hatred. But we were 
mentally tougher, because we were 
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ridiculed. 


Ken and I had to have a 
thicker skin. We stuck up for ourselves. It 
was 200d because it strengthened us. And 
being half Asian helped me in soccer. | 
stood out more 

“People could see I was a bit different . 
There weren't loo many Asian kids on the 
fields and they’d say ‘This guy’s not bad’. I 
remember ccaches saying, ‘There’s a good 
little Asian guy down at Altona (City). You 
should watch him.” 

Soccer wasn't Davidson’s immediate 
personal choice. He was captain of the 
local Australian rules football and cricket 
teams, but something else drew him to the 
round ball. “I chose soccer because all of 
my Greek mates played soccer and it went 
on from there. I discovered I loved the 
game. 

“Once I got involved in soccer | thrived 
on it. Sometimes I would run around and 
knock on doors looking for kids to play. But 
no-one would play and I'd kick a ball on my 
own against a wall.” 

Davidson made his way rapidly through 
the ranks at Altona City before being picked 
up by South Melbourne, although he didn’t 
exactly take a direct route. 

“[ went Lo Footscray JUST. They were 
renowned for looking after youth players. 
But they didn't want me. Then I went to 
Heidelberg Alexander and they said ‘No’. 


Then I went to South Melbourne ani 
said ‘OK, it costs us nothing, so we 
you’. 

“] spent pre-season with them ¢ 
two games I was a regular. You've 
take your opportunities. I wanted t 
the national league and when the 
opportunity came at South Melbour 
took it and at the same time everyl 
else fell into place. After two mon 
in the national team. Maybe it was 
maybe [ made it happen. I don’t kt 

“| fitted in and things just took 
By the same token I was always 
hungry to be the best and tried to 
achieve my targets and goals. All t 
boys would be at discos with their 
girlfriends, whereas I'd be staying 
at home and be in bed by 11 
o'clock. I made sacrifices, but | 
accepted them. You don’t get 
anything for nothing and I have ne 
regrets.” 

Few players have suffered 
more serious injuries than 
Davidson. There have been 
several ankle fractures and 
knee operations, but a 
fractured back at Nottingham 
Forest was his worst, from 
which it took him more than a 
year to recover. 

Anderson had just left Forest 
Arsenal and Davidson took his ple 
Brian Clough. “Australia had just 
Nottingham Forest in 1984 in a tc 
involving Juventus and Glasgow I 
They spotted me from there. | we 
England and played about 10 gan 
Forest. Then | broke my back. Si 
put a knee into me. 

“[ had a three year contract, 
wanted to get home. J didn’t like 
It was too cold. It was miserable. 
Australian kid who had everythin 
were alcoholics and unbelievable 

“But | played in what was in 
the English first division and I kn 
good enough to play in it. Tt was 
I always wanted to do. I could h 
my whole life wondering whether 
good enough or not and now | kn 


Then | went to South Melbourne and they | was.” 
said ‘OK, it costs us nothing, so we'll take Happy to be back in Australia after an 
you’. illustrious playing career both here and 

“I spent pre-season with them and after | overseas, Davidson is confident of success 
two games I was a regular, You've got to | as far as himself and the Knights are 
take your opportunities. [ wanted to play in | concerned. 
the national league and when the “T don't drink. I don’t smoke. T live a 
opportunity came at South Melbourne I fairly healthy life and I’m pretty focused. 
took it and at the same time everything As long I'm fit and strong, [ can do it. If 
else fell into place. After two months | was | you look after yourself you can do anything, 
in the national team. Maybe it was luck, | But at the end of the day, you've still got to 
maybe | made it happen. | don’t know. go out and do the job.” 

“[ fitted in and things just took off. 
By the same token I was always 
hungry to be the best and tried to 
achieve my targets and goals. All the 
boys would be at discos with their 
girlfriends, whereas I'd be staying 
at home and be in bed by 11 
o'clock. | made sacrifices, but | 
accepted them. You don’t get 
anything for nothing and I have no 
regrets.” 

Few players have suffered 
more serious injuries than 
Davidson. There have been f 
several ankle fractures and ! iv 
knee operations, but a 


fractured back at Nottingham E 


Forest was his worst, from 
which it took him more than a 
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year to recover. 


Anderson had just left Forest for 
on ae | peas 1977-79 Altona City, Victorian state 


league 

1979-84 South Melbourne, national 
soccer league 

1984-85 Nottingham Forest, English first 
division {now Premier League) 

1987-92 Brief return at South 
Melbourne, joined Melbourne Knights 
1992-97 Pahang. Won M-league and Cup 
in 1992, M-league in 1995 

1994-95 and 1995-96 Ericsson Cup 
seasons had stints with South Melbourne 


Arsenal and Davidson took his place under 
Brian Clough. “Australia had just played 
Nottingham Forest in 1984 in a tournament 
involving Juventus and Glasgow Rangers. 
They spotted me from there. | went to 
England and played about 10 games for 
Forest. Then I broke my back. Someone 
put a knee into me. 
“[ had a three year contract, but | just 
wanted to get home. I didn’t like England. 
Tt was too cold, lt was miserable. I was an 
Australian kid who had everything. They | during Malaysian off-season 
were alcoholics and unbelievable gamblers. | 1997 — Briefly at Collingwood Warriors 
“But | played in what was in those days towards the end of the 1996/97 season, 
| 
| 


the English first division and I knew | was joined the Knights on a two-year 
contract until 1999. Played 330 national 


league games so far. 


good enough to play in it. It was something 
I always wanted to do. I could have spent 
my whole life wondering whether I was 
good enough or not and now | know that | 


79 appearances for Australia between 
1980 and 1991. 
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South Melbourne 
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Perth Oval 

Falcons Park 

tba 


Knights Stadium 


Topper Stadium 
Suncorp Stadium 
Seiffert Oval 
Marconi Stadium 
Belmore Spts Grd 
tba 


Parramatta Stadium 
Optus Oval 

Perth Oval 

Falcons Park 
Brandon Park 

Bob Jane Stadium 
tha 


Topper Stadium 
Seiffert Oval 
Suncorp Stadium 
Marconi Stadium 
Knights Stadium 
Hindmarsh Stadium 
Belmore Spts Grd 


Falcons Park 
Parramatta Stadium 
Optus Oval 

Perth Oval 

Bob Jane Stadium 
Hindmarsh Stadium 
Brandon Park 


Topper Stadium 
Selffert Oval 
Marconi Stadium 
Falcons Park 
Hindmarsh Stadium 
Belmore Spts Grd 
Knights Stadium 


Brandon Park 
Parramatta Stadium 
Suncorp Stadium 
Optus Oval 

Perth Oval 

Bob Jane Stadium 
Hindmarsh Stadium 


Topper Stadium 
Marconi Stadium 
Seiffert Oval 
Falcons Park 
Belmore Spts Grd 
Bob Jane Stadium 
Hindmarsh Stadium 


Parramatta Stadium 
Knights Stadium 
Optus Oval 
Suncorp Stadium 
Perth Oval 

Brandon Park 
Hindmarsh Stadium 


Marconi Stadium 
Seiffert Oval 
Falcons Park 

Bob Jane Stadium 
Belmore Spts Grd 
Hindmarsh Stadium 
Perth Oval 


Topper Stadium 
Parramatta Stadium 
Suncorp Stadium 
Optus Oval 

Knights Stadium 
Hindmarsh Stadium 
Perth Oval 


Topper Stadium 
Parramatta Stadium 
Optus Oval 
Suncorp Stadium 
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Round 15 
09/01/98 
10/01/98 
10/01/98 
11/01/98 
11/01/98 
11/01/98 
11/01/98 


Round 17 
23/01/98 
24/01/98 
25/01/98 
25/01/98 
25/01/98 
25/01/98 
25/01/98 


Round 18 
30/01/98 
31/01/98 
31/01/98 
31/01/98 
01/02/98 
01/02/98 
01/02/98 


Round 19 
20/02/98 

| 21/02/98 

| | 22/02/98 

| | 22/02/98 


22/02/98 
Hit 22/02/98 
22/02/98 


Round 20 
27/02/98 

| 28/02/98 

| 28/02/98 
28/02/98 
01/03/98 
01/03/98 
01/03/98 


Hl Round 21 
| 06/03/98 

07/03/98 
07/03/98 
08/03/98 
08/03/38 
08/03/98 
08/03/98 


Round 24 
27/03/98 
28/03/98 
28/03/98 
29/03/98 
29/03/98 
29/03/98 
29/03/98 


Round 25 
03/04/98 
03/04/98 
04/04/98 
04/04/98 
04/04/38 
05/04/98 
05/04/98 


Sydney United 
Marconi Fairfield 
Gippsland Falcons 
South Melbourne 
Wollangong City 
Perth Glory 

West Adelaide 


Sydney United 
Carlton SC 
Wollongong City 
Perth Glory 

South Melbourne 
Gippsland Falcons 
West Adelaide 


UTS Olympic 
Melbourne Knights 
Adelaide City 


Sydney United 
Carlton SC 

South Melbourne 
Gippsland Falcons 
Perth Glory 
Wollongong City 
Adelaide City 


Newcastle Breakers 
Marconi Fairfield 
Canberra Cosmos 
Brisbane Strikers 
Melbourne Knights 
UTS Olympic 

West Adelaide 


Sydney United 
Carlton SC 
Brisbane Strikers 
Perth Glory 
Melbourne Knights. 
Adelaide City 
Wollongong Gity — 


Newcastle Breakers 
Marconi Fairfield 


Canberra Cosmos 
Gippsiand Falcons 
West Adelaide 
Meibourne Knights. 
UTS Olympic 


Newcastle Breakers 
Marconi Fairfield 
Canberra Cosmos 
Gippsland Falcons 
UTS Olympic 

West Adelaide 
South Melbourne 


Newcastle Breakers 
Sydney United 
Wollongong City 
Carlton SC 
Brisbane Strikers 
Adelaide City 
Melbourne Knights 
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Canberra Cosmos 
UTS Olympic 
‘Melbourne Knights 
Brisbane Strikers 
Adelaide City 
Carlton SC 
Newcastle Breakers 


Adelaide City 
Canberra Cosmos 
Metbourne Knights 
Brisbane Strikers 
Newcastle Breakers 
UTS Olympic 
Marconi Fairfield 


South Melbourne, 


Perth Glory 
Cartton SC 


‘Meibourne Knights 
Brisbane Strikers 
Marconi Fairfield 
West Adelaide 
Newcastle Breakers 
UTS Olympic 
Canberra Cosmos 


Sydney United 
Wollongong City 
Gippsland Falcons 
Adelaide City 
Carlton SC 

Perth Glory 

South Melbourne 


West Adelaide 
Marconi Fairfield 
Newcastle Breakers 
Gippsland Falcons 
Canberra Cosmos 
UTS Olympic 

South Melbourne 


‘Adelaide City 


Sydney United 
South Melbourne 
Wollangong City 
Perth '¥ 
Brisbane Strikers, 


Melbourne Knights 
Adelaide City 
Wollongong City 
Sydney United 
Brisbane Strikers 
Carlton SC 

Perth Glory 


Canberra Cosmos 
South Melbourne 
Perth Glory 
Gippsland Falcons 
Marconi Fairfield 
West Adelaide 
UTS Olympic 


Parramatta Stadium 
Marconi Stadium 
Falcons Park 

Bob Jane Stadium 
Brandon Park 

Perth Oval 
Hindmarsh Stadium 


Parramatta Stadium 
Optus Oval 
Brandon Park 
Perth Oval 

Bob Jane Stadium 
Falcons Park 
Hindmarsh Stadium 


‘Topper Stadium 
Suncorp Stadium 
Marconi Stadium 
Seitfert Oval 
Belmore Spts Gra 
Knights Stadium 
Hingmarsh Stadium 


Parramatta Stadium 
Optus Oval 

Bob Jane Stadium 
Falcons Park 

Perth Oval 

Brandon Park 
Hindmarsh Stadium 


Topper Stadium 
Marconi Stadium 
Seiffert Oval 
Suncorp Stadium 
Knights Stadium 
Belmore Spts Grd 
Hindmarsh Stadium 


Parramatta Stadium 
Optus Oval 
Suncorp Stadium 
Perth Oval 

Knights Stadium 
Hindmarsh Stadium 
Brandon Park 


Topper Stadium 
Marconi Stadium 
Seitfert Oval 
Falcons Park 
Hindmarsh Stadium 
Knights Stadium 
Belmore Spts Gra 


Topper Stadium 
Marconi Stadium 
Seiffert Oval 
Falcons Park 
Belmore Spts Grd 
Hindmarsh Stadium 
Bob Jane Stadium 


Topper Stadium 
Parramatta Stadium 
Brandon Park 
Optus Oval 
Suncorp Stadium 
dmarsh Stadium 
Knights Stadium 


07:30pm 
05:00pm 
07:00pm 
06:30pm 
04:00pm 
07:30pm 
06:00pm 


07:30pm 
07:00pm 


06:30pm 
03:00pm 
06:00pm 


07:30pm 
07:30pm 
07:00pm 
03:00pm 
07:00pm 


Fly the Tang 
around the w 


*AKA5072/1295 


Serving South 


Fly the Tango route 


around the world with 
Aerolineas Argentinas 


Aerolineas Argentinas, the world 
airline of Argentina, has 
convenient connections to and 
from most major cities in South 
America as well as Europe, Canada, 
the U.S.A. and Oceania. 
Aerolineas Argentinas has the 
fastest direct service over the 
Southern ocean from Sydney to 


Buenos Aires, via Auckland flying 
Boeing 747. You’ll experience 
warm, latin, in-flight service every 
time you fly. 

Have your travel agent or 
Aerolineas Argentinas plan your 
next adventure flying the Tango 
route around the world. 


AEROLINEAS 
ARGENTINAS 


“AKA5072/1295 Sydney: 580 George Street., (02) 9283 3650 Melbourne: 80 Collins Street., (03) 9650 7111 


Serving South America, North America, Canada, Europe and Oceania 
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Australia’s 


Who are Australia’s best locally-based | 


players? Here at Soccer Australia 
magazine, we decided to bite the 
bullet and came up with this top 10. 


We're constantly being reminded that 
our best soccer players are leaving in 
droves for the big money and the glory in 
Europe, and that the Ericsson Cup is 
allegedly getting weaker every year. 

Certainly any league in the world would 
miss stars of the calibre of Paul Okon, Ned 


Good judges tell you that most players are 
al their peak in their late 20s. 


Defenders beware! 


South Melbourne 


captain Paul Trimboli will be 28 in February, 
and with 11 national league seasons under his 


belt he is ready to lead 
their first grand final sir 


South Melbourne to 
nce 1991. 


His NSL record of 82 goals in 295 games 


can be matched by few 
midfielders, and his abi 
regularly has ensured h 
selectors’ minds when i 


strikers let alone 

ity to find the net 

e is never far from the 
comes to 


Zelic, Stan Lazaridis, Mark Viduka ete.. but 
don't forget there’s plenty of talent still to 


representative duty. 
Trimboli scored on his international debut 


be found on Australian playing fields. With against Fiji in 1988, but it was the crucial 


this in mind we've chosen the best players World Cup clash against Israel later the same 
currently featuring in the Ericsson Cup, year that saw the fair-haired playmaker hit the 
ranking them from one to 10. headlines. When Australia were 0-1 down 
We don’t expect everyone to agree with against Israel, in what was to be the end of 
our choice, but after all, as a great man their World Cup run, Arok turned to the subs 
once said - football is a game of opinions. bench and signalled to the man with the 
‘goalden’ touch. 
‘Trimmers’ did it for Arok again, scoring a 


‘No 1 Paul Trmboli. 


dramatic equaliser with only three minutes 


- South Melbourne 


remaining. That one goal was sadly not enough 
to rescue Australia, but Trimboli had 
done enough to secure a top 10 finish 
in the Oceania player of the year 
award. 
Unfortunately, Trimboli spent the next 
few years in and out of the Socceroo 
lineup and it’s only been in the last 
couple of years that the 1998 national 
league player of the year has really 
established himself in Australia’s 
starting XI. 


Paul was a starter in all three matches 
during the Optus World Soccer Series in 
January this year and saw enough action 
during the Oceania World Cup qualifiers 
to suggest he can expect more playing 
time later this year. After the heartbreak 
of 1989, it seems Trimboli may yet get his 
chance to perform on the greatest stage of 
them all. 


‘No 2 Kresimir 


Marusic - Carlton 


For Kresimir Marusic, playing at Carlton 
under Eddie Krncevic has brought memories 
of the early 1980s flooding back. While 
Krncevic was starring for the Dinamo 
Zagreb senior team, playing in front of 
100.000 crowds in the big derbies, Marusic 
was a 13-year-old working his way through 


the junior ranks. 


Fifteen years later, the two are once 
again at the same club, with Krncevic 
managing to convince Marusic his future is 
at Carlton rather than the host of other 
Ericsson Cup clubs queueing up for his 


| signature. 


The silky-skilled midfielder first came to 
the attention of Australian fans when he 
was lured to Melbourne Knights in March 
1995 from his native Croatia. Marusic went 
on to pick up a championship medal after 
only eight games. 


After returning to Croatia briefly, 


Marusic came back to Australia to pla 
Sydney United and his combination of 
vision and brilliant passing set up Zdr 
and Milicic often enough to ensure the 
cruised to the minor championship. Hi 
status as the best player in the league 
confirmed when he was awarded the . 
Warren medal in May this year. 
Marusic may have missed out on h 
second championship winner’s medal 
that amazing day in front of over 40,C 
fans al Suncorp - a match he regards 
most memorable - but at 27 years of ¢ 
and as the star turn with the newly-fc 
Carlton side, it is far too early to put 


on his trophy cabinet. 


‘No 3 Frank Farin d 


- Brisbane Strike 


One of the true legends of Australi 
soccer, Farina’s return to Australia frc 
Europe has coincided with an explosic 
interest in soccer in Queensland. 

After a glittering career overseas, 


> top 


After returning to Croatia briefly, 
Marusic came back to Australia to play for 
Sydney United and his combination of radar 
vision and brilliant passing set up Zdrilic 
m and Milicic often enough to ensure the club 
les cruised to the minor championship. His 
Status as the best player in the league was 
confirmed when he was awarded the John 
Warren medal in May this year. 
ic Marusic may have missed out on his 
h second championship winner's medal on 
that amazing day in front of over 40,000 
fans at Suncorp - a match he regards as his 
most memorable - bul at 27 years of age, 
and as the star turn with the newly-formed 
Carlton side, it is far too early to put a lock 
on his trophy cabinet. 


No 3 Frank Farina 


- Brisbane Strikers 


One of the true legends of Australian 
soccer, Farina’s return to Australia from 
Europe has coincided with an explosion of 
interest in soccer in Queensland. 

After a glittering career overseas, where 


10 


he collected trophies and medals at a 
furious rate (including Oceania player of the 
year, top goalscorer and best foreigner 
trophies in Belgium as well as championship 
and cup winners medals), the Strikers lured 
him ‘home’ to Queensland. 

From the moment he put on a yellow 
shirt there was never any doubt he would 
Succeed Bruce Stowell as coach. The move 
to player/coach at the end of his first 
Season came earlier than expected but 
despite an injury-riddled campaign, Farina 
pushed his team to a double chance in the 
finals and ultimately, his proudest moment 
when Brisbane claimed its first national 
championship. Almost inevitably, Farina 
scored the opening goal of the grand final in 
front of a record crowd. 

In a sense, the wheel had turned full 
circle. Farina had picked up a 
championship winners medal with Marconi 
in 1988 before embarking on a trailblazing 
path through Europe. 

Farina’s playing career, both in 
Australia and Europe, has been an 
inspiration to thousands of soccer fans in 
this country. We can only pray we have the 
privilege of seeing him for another couple 
of years yet. 


No 4 Milan Iwanovic 
- Adelaide City 


Statistically, Milan Ivanovic ranks as one 
of our most successful players. The 36 year 
old's impressive haul of 53 international 
caps, nearly 250 national league games, 
and lwo league championship medals, is 
reason enough for his inclusion among the 
A-League’s finest players. 

Yel statistics alone don’t do his ability 
justice and explain why the 1990/91 NSL 
player of the year is so respected by fans, 
coaches and players alike. 


© 


Ivanovic a 
has been a permanent fixture as 
Socceroo sweeper since his international 
debut against Czechoslovakia in 1991, 
Although his best days may be behind him, 
he made light work of the Kiwis when 
stepping in for the injured Steve Horvat 
during the recent World Cup qualifiers. 

His amazingly tight ball control, 
technical ability and astute football brain, 
mark the cultured sweeper as a rarity in 
today’s game. Ivanovic’s composure and 
impeccable positioning are world class. 

Watching him confidently stride forward, 
past several tackles, seemingly with the ball 
on a string while opponents snap at his 
heels, is one of the finest sights in 
Australian soccer, 


No 5 Andrew Marth 


- Melbourne Knights 


The Melbourne Knights have been 
powerless to stop most of its dual 
championship winning stars from moving to 
more financially lucrative pastures. 

Nevertheless they have done everything 
in their power to keep skipper Andrew 
Marth at Somers Street. The Sighs of relief 
heard when ‘Stabber’ signed a two year 
contract at the beginning of last season 
were audible through Melbourne’s western 
suburbs. 

It re-emphasised the importance of the 
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28-year-old to the team’s success. This 
was never better illustrated than last 
season. Despite carrying an injury for most 
of the season, Marth, often in great pain, 
continued playing. 
| Yet even when less than fully fit Marth is 
still a fearsome competitor, guaranteed to 
frighten opponents and inspire teammates 
in equal measure. His imposing physique, 
presence and willpower alone make him 
such an important player. 

However, his qualities are not merely 
combative. In over 200 league games he 
has scored a more than respectable 36 
goals, including three in grand finals. 
Unfortunately work commitments have, to 
date, restricted his Socceroo appearance 
tally. 


No 6 Fausto De Amicis 


- South Melbourne 


The transfer of Fausto De Amicis to 
South Melbourne from cross-town rivals 
Melbourne Knights at the beginning of last 


season didn't raise too many eyebrows 
among the Lakers faithful, but it’s a 
measure of the 29-year-old’s impact that by 
the end of the season he was rivalling Paul 
Trimboli as the Lakers’ player of the season, 
and was on the verge of international 
selection. 

De Amicis won two championship 
medals with the Knights before his cross- 
town transfer, Going to a young Lakers side 
that had struggled in 1995/96 (and was 
being rebuilt by Angie Postecoglou) allowed 
Fausto to showcase his immense talent and 
receive the recognition his performances 
merited. 

His phenomenal speed, willingness to 
attack and ability to put over pinpoint 
crosses, make him an ideal modern wing 
back. 

Despite his stature, his tackling is fierce 
and coupled with superb positioning and an 
astute footballing brain, ensured that few 
opponents got the better of him in 1996/97. 

To no great surprise Fausto has also 
excelled as a sweeper when required, 
suggesting his versatility could just force 
Terry Venables to give him a call later this 
year. 


No 7 Alex Tobin 


- Adelaide City 


Playing alongside the eye-catching Milan 
Ivanovic might mean that Tobin doesn’t get 
the public acclaim afforded to his Adelaide 
City teammate or some Socceroos; but ask 
the coaches who have built their sides 
around his dependability, or the teammates 
who have been inspired by his example, and 
you can be certain that he has no shortage 
of admirers within the game. 

The quictly spoken left footer has been 
an integral part of three Adelaide City 
championship sides. Tobin's imposing 
ability in the air, impeccable positioning and 
tight marking have earned him a reputation 
as an extremely difficult opponent at both 
club and international levels, as Argentine 
superstars Balbo and Batistuta discovered 
first hand during the 1993 World Cup 
qualifiers. 


i 


His reliability and even temperament 
have also made him an ideal leader when 
acting as Socceroo captain. 

Terry Venables has been quick to 
recognise Tobin's leadership qualities. 


No 8 Lubo Lapsansky 


- Carlton 


Lubo Lapsansky is quite possibly the 


most underrated player in the Ericsson Cup. 


When Lapsansky first arrived in Australia 
from Slovakia in 1994 he had a brief spell 
at North Geelong before being snapped up 
by the Melbourne Knights for the 94/95 
season. 

He immediately cemented a first team 
place, keeping the midfield ticking over and 
allowing the likes of Biskic and Marusic the 
freedom to roam the midfield setting up 
scoring opportunities. 

Sadly, Lubo missed the 1995 grand final 
against Adelaide City through suspension 
but made amends the following season at 
Olympic Pars against Marconi. 

Now that his partnership with Marusic 
has been rekindled at Carlton, Melbourne 


fans can look forward to seeing one 
most creative midfield combinations 
league, and at only 25 years of age 
Lapsansky may just turn out to be ( 
shrewdest purchase. 


No 9 Alan Hunte: 


- Carlton 


It took 16 years for Alan Hunter 
finally get his first championship m 
if anyone thinks achieving his lifelo 
ambition has prompted thoughts of 
retirement they are sadly mistaken 
new goal is to win the championshi 
Carlton, and once he recovers from 
operation he will slot into a team v 
many observers consider ‘good val 
finals berth. 

Alan first tasted national league 
in 1981 with the Brisbane Lions, a 
time he moved to Heidelberg five y 
he had picked up an NSL cup winn 
and the NSL under 21 player of the 
award. Next stop was Sydney Cro 
grand final appearance against Ma 
he was to find a championship mec 
from his grasp in a penalty shoot-c 

After selection in the 1988 Oly 
Games squad he seemed set for a 
European career but broke his leg 


fans can look forward to secing one of the 
most creative midfield combinations in the 
league, and at only 25 years of age 
Lapsansky may just turn out to be Garlton’s 
shrewdest purchase. 


It took 16 years for Alan Hunter to 
finally get his first championship medal, but 
if anyone thinks achieving his lifelong 
ambition has prompted thcughts of 
retirement they are sadly mistaken. His 
new goal is to win the championship with 
Carlton, and once he recovers from an ankle 
operation he will slot into a team which 
many observers consider ‘good value’ for a 
finals berth. 

Alan first tasted national league action 
in 1981 with the Brisbane Lions, and by the 
lime he moved to Heidelberg five years later 
he had picked up an NSL cup winners medal 
and the NSL under 21 player of the year 
award. Next stop was Sydney Croatia and a 
grand final appearance against Marconi, but 
he was to find a championship medal slip 
from his grasp in a penalty shoot-out. 

After selection in the 1988 Olympic 
Games squad he scemed set for a 
European career but broke his leg while 


trialling 
in Holland. Upon returning to Australia he 
Spent a Season on loan at Parramatta. 

Hunter then returned home to Brisbane 
and has spent the last six seasons putting 
Queensland firmly on the soccer map. With 
that objective now fulfilled, it’s time for 
Hunter to make his mark with the Blues. 
His new club’s early defensive displays have 
shown that Alan’s experience will be needed 
to stabilise what could be Carlton's achilies 
heel in its debut season. 


Keeping in mind most champion teams 
are based on a sound defence, with 335 
NSL matches under his belt Hunter's 
presence at the back this season cannot be 
underestimated. 


Sean Cranney's career thus far has 
consisted of a series of false starts. Just 
as he seemed ready to make an impact on 
the international stage he has somehow 
managed to miss his chance at stardom 
through injury. 


AUSTRALIA'S 


In 1993 he should have be 
member of the team that wen 
to the semi finals, but he suff 
jammed cartilage during the s 
match against Russia and mis 
of the tournament. Three yea 
missed the Olympic qualifiers 
consequently a trip to the US: 
a leg injury. 


This blow was an especiall 
as he had been a member of t 
squad since early ‘94 and had 
senior international debut aga 
Zealand in November 1995. 

Cranney finally got his day 
front of 40,000 last May when 
midfield running and accurate 
caused problems for the leagu 
defence. Having realised his ¢ 
domestic level, it is simply an 
time before Sean establishes h 
the international stage. 
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All the latest soccer news from home and abroad 
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can be heard on Melbourne's leading soccer station. 
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Adelaide 


The success of one-club cities 
Brisbane and Perth last season has 
led to speculation about Adelaide 
City and West Adelaide’s future. We 
sent RAY GATT deep into Adelaide 
soccer territory to gauge the local 
reaction to a possible South 
Australian merger. 


When the features editor of this magazine 
asked me to consider doing this story it ran 
through my mind that this was a sinister way 
of trying to get rid of me. 


Adelaide City takes on West Adelaide. Are the days of the Adelaide 
derby numbered? 


“Ray,” he started. “I'd like you to do a 
piece on the possibility of only one team from 
South Australia playing in the national league 
in the future. See what sort of reaction you 
get to suggestions Adelaide City and West. 
Adelaide should merge to form a united 
team.” 

I thought he was joking at first, but the 
sadist wasn’t laughing on the other end of 
the telephone. 

“] think it'll be a good story and we'll get 
a lot of reaction,” he sniggered. 

Reaction? That's putting it mildly. 
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If you want to be hung, drawn, quartered 
and thrown under a train then try telling 
South Australian soccer fans there should 
only be one team in Adelaide. But, hey, !'m 
only the messenger. Don't shoot me. 

The line of thinking is that in these days 
of rationalisation in sport in Australia, it is 
no longer feasible to overload competitions 
with too many clubs. 

While trying to expand into new areas, 
especially interstate, various sporting bodies 
are also looking to restrict the size of their 
competitions. Quality, not quantity, is the 
buzz phrase these 
days. 

Australian soccer 
is no different. 
With more of our 
young players 
being lured 
overseas, the 
talent base here 
is shrinking 
alarmingly. It’s 
got to the sad 
stage that we'll 
soon have to say: 
“Will the last 
player to leave 
the country 
please turn off the lights.” 

It has got to the stage where too many 
national league clubs are vying for too few 
players. As I have been saying for years, the 
game here cannot sustain a 14-team 
competition. 

And that has to lead to much-needed 
rationalisation. 

Where once the strength of the national 
league depended on New South Wales and 
Victoria providing the bulk of the teams, the 
events of the last couple of seasons suggest 
the tide has turned. 
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That’s why one-beam cities are showing 
the way. Look at the Sydney Swans and 
Brisbane Lions in the AFL, the ACT Brumbies 
in rugby union and Auckland Warriors and 
Adelaide Rams in rugby league. 

They virtually have the market to 
themselves in their own areas. They are not 
competing with fellow clubs for the 
sponsorship dollar. Sponsors, in turn, get 
better value for money by having their name 
associated with one entity. 

And Australian soccer is starting to catch 
on as the success of Brisbane Strikers and 
Perth Glory proved last season. 

In their initial season, the Glory exceeded 
all expectations. While narrowly missing out 
he top six, Perth showed what can 
happen when you get your acl together. 
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Thanks to some expert leadership from 
Nick Tana and Paul Afkos and some super 
marketing, the whole city has got behind the 
Glory. it’s Perth's soccer team, make no 
ake. 

Their home crowds were stunning and 
averaged over 11,000. And it will only get 
better, 

On the other side, could Perth sustain 
another national league team? Not likely. 

In Brisbane’s case, their regular home 
attendances at Suncorp Stadium were 
nothing to write home about, but the 
Queenslanders showcased the potential of 
soccer when they attracted a record 
40,000 crowd to the NSL Grand Final in 
May. 

Again Brisbane might not be able to 
sustain a second team, although there is a 
good case for a club to be formed in North 
Queensland, where they are starved of top 


mis 


quality sport of any kind. 
On the flip side, there are cities which 
are quite comfortably handling two teams in 
| the one code, as has been shown by the AFL 


A possible strip for a 
merged Adelaide team, 
combining the blue of West 
Adelaide and the black of 
Adelaide City. 
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NOW!! 
“OPERATION 


As the true Melbourne Family Club 

the Melbourne Knights invite you to 

become a member for the 1997/98 
Ericsson Cup season. 


Our target is to reach 3,000 mem- 
bers this season. 


We offer the best soccer facilities in 
Melbourne, Victoria together with the 
most suc sful team of the 90s. 


As a club we are ambitious - we aim 
to not only have a succesful season 
on the field but to further improve 

facilities. 


We need you! 
e and join the Knights and be 


part of our challenge in the 
1997/98 Ericsson Cup. 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 


NAME 


SURNAME FIRST NAME SEX M/F 
| ADDRESS 
NUMBER STREET 
SUBURB POSTCODE 
GOLD FAMILY $350.00 
CUPPAGUIEROMG” eck... ceva... .. Date of birth . 
TSHCHUd names Samet ccc ee Date of birth ....... 
2nd Child name ... Date of birth 
GOLD $175.00 
$110.00 Concession T No. 
SEASON TICKET $140.00 
$ 90.00 Concession [1 No 
KNIGHTS $ 25.00 
MELBOURNE Childr ie 
KNIGHTS JUNIOR —_$ 50.00 Teh eae: 


16 years 


required by chub officials 


PAID MEMBERSHIP IS VALID TILL 31 JUNE 1998 
Please return this section along with payment to: Melbourne Knights Soccer Club, Membership Drive, 
Lot 2 Somers Street, North Sunshine, Vic 3020. 


Ss ss. . 


-— E- . Ba... g3.- 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 1997 - 1998 SEASON 


Please note * Membership cards are not transferable « Concession options are only available 
for full time students and pensioners, proof of concession to be shown on purchase and if 


‘Telephone: 03 9312 8584 / 9312 3044 Facsimile; 03 9812 3703 


MECBUURNE KNIGHTS 
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through Perth, where the West Coast Hagles 
and Fremantle co-exist and Adelaide with the 
Crows and Port Adelaide. 

So where does that leave a renowned 
soccer city like Adelaide which has hosted 
the Italian-orientated Adelaide City and the 
Greek-based West Adelaide since the 
national league kicked off in 1977? 

National league general manager Stefan 
Kamasz hedged a little and chose his words 
carefully, very carefully, when we discussed 
the matter. He has been around long enough 
to know that the subject should be broached 
with caution, 

Kamasz believes there is room for two 
Adelaide soccer teams in the big time. But 
here's a proviso. 

“There's no push from Soccer Australia to | 
force the two clubs to amalgamate but they 


<now they need to re-invent or re-detine 
hemselves,” Kamasz insisted. “And there is 
evidence it is happening. 

“I think both clubs understand the need 
0 broaden their bases and market 
hemselves differently.” 

West Adelaide have already approached 
heir membership with a view to changing 
he name of the team to the Adelaide Sharks. 

“The membership seemed fine about it,” | 
chief executive Jim Mavratzas said. “They 
have given us the go-ahead w do what we 
think is right.” 


\s for the one town, one club theory. Jim 
had a little bit of a chuckle. 

“West Adelaide and Adelaide City have 
co-existed quite well over the years and | 
don’t see any need to change,” he said. “You 
Only have to look at our attendance figures. 
I think both clubs have done well. We both 
get about 4500 per home game, 

“If we were to merge would it mean we | 
would get 9000 per game? I don’t think SO. 
The other problem is that any merger would 
mean Adelaide would then only have one 
match every two weeks. I think South 
Australians deserve better.” 

One Adelaide City identity, who did not 
want to be named, was quite indignant, as 
one would expect, when the idea of 
amalgamation was suggested to him. 

“You're having a lend of me, aren't you?” 
he said. 


“No,” T replied. “Look, I’m only trying to 
sauge what sort of reaction it would get.” 

“I don't think too many people will argue 
that Adelaide is the number one soccer city 
in this country,” he said. “We've got two NSL 
clubs with terrifie Support and the game gets 
Outstanding media coverage from all 
sections. 


“How could anyone seriously suggest City 
and West Adelaide get together? 

“We have survived quite well independent 
of each other and will continue to do so for 
some time to come.” 

He might be right. 

Besides, it's a known fact that Sharks 
and Zebras don't get on. 


Colleague Ray Gatt sums it up most 
succinctly. Anyone going public on a pro- 
Adelaide City and West Adelaide merger 
would be committing political suicide. No-one 
Was prepared to go on the record for this 
story. 

Merger is still a dirty word. 

But the rumour mill did stir this year and 
I believe there were some unofficial and very 
much off-the-record preliminary discussions 
between heavyweights from within the local 
soccer community over a couple of hardy red 
wines, 

That's as far as it has gone, at least to 
date. 

Be assured that Soccer Australia would 
favour such a move, 

There are no hidden agendas here; it is an 
open secret thal the governing body is happy 
for natural attrition to claim at least one of 
its Ericsson Cup clubs in both Melbourne and 
Sydney, 

Soccer Australia would also like to 
emulate the huge success of 1996/97 
debutants Perth Glory and the grand final box 
office of Brisbane by duplicating the one 
town-one team concept wherever practical. 

But a merger manipulated by SA is still 
out of the question. 

“No, | don’t believe that could be 
achieved,” admitted one source close to 
Soccer Australia. 

There is more fikellhood of a new entity - 
a la Perth Glory - becoming a player on the 
Adelaide scene. 

“The arguments put forward against such 
a (merger) plan (for Adelaide) are not 
Substantial enough to Stop more progressive 
thinkers from considering their options,” said 
the source. 


i 


“Influential people have watched the 
Successes of Perth and Brisbane and are 
prepared to follow their iead, 

“It is naive to argue that 4000 people go 
to Adelaide City games and another 4000 
watch West Adelaide but that doesn’t mean 
8000 will support a combined team. 

“The business people who are looking at 
the possibilities are looking beyond that and 
trying to extend the boundaries, 

“They are talking about an Adelaide-based 
team which will draw 20,000 or 25.000 
people.” 

No doubt, the success of Perth and 
predicted non-ethnic based success of 
1997/98 debutant Carlton has raised the 
stakes considerably, 

But, if there was ever even a slight 
consideration of a merger between the two 
well-entrenched and historically successful 
Adelaide clubs, it is no closer to reality than 
it has been at any time in the past, 

“Total bullshit,” was the response of one 
Adelaide City stalwart. “Not in this 
generation, not in the next hundred years. 
Basically their respective backgrounds would 
always prevent this becoming a possibility, 

“Yes, the two clubs have built a closer 
relationship in recent years, but a merger, 
never. It would be like trying to merge (AFL 
giants) Collingwood and Carton.” 

The scary prospect for both the Sharks 
and the Zebras is that their perceived 
differences might eventually see them 
entwined anyway, both mangled together 
under the wheels of seemingly inevitable 
progress. 

That’s certainly something no-one wishes 
to talk about. 

- GREG BLAKE 
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“We drove for three hours straight 
across Bali, and a lovely land it is. 
With some equally beautiful and 
different scenes which repeat over 
and over in astonishing and unpre- 
dictable rhythms.” MARGARE T 
MEAD, ‘Letter from Bali’, 29 April 
1936. 


Balf !!! The very name conjures up visions of 
swaying palms, balmy breezes, lush jungles and 
verdant layered rice fields cascading down 
greencovered hillsides. 

In the mind’s eye one sees beau ifully 
carved sandstone temples in front of which 
young girls attired in rich brocades and frangi- 
panibedecked headgear move gracefully to the 
Unkling sounds of a gamelan orches ira, while 
fiercelooking demons, often in equally splendid 
costumes, act out their classic Sequences. 

The traditional imagery continues with the 
Most artistic and romantic aspects of life in 


South East Asia of skilled woodcarvers creating 
magnificently detailed portrayals of Garudas 
and other splendid figures, of gifted painters 
whose skills were handed down from father to 
Son and mother to daughter, of majestic volca- 

nos, sleep mountains and golden beaches with 
huge, rolling surf pound ing its way towards the 
shore. 


A recent week in Bali convinced me that the 
reality was even better than the image. Even 
those visitors who have to fly halfway around 
the world to get here don't seem to regret the 
long journey, and returned home Starryeyed 
about the experience. 

Deplaning at Bali’s Denpasar airport and 
beginning the drive towards Kuta Beach, the 
countryside did not yet reveal any hints of the 
delights in store for us the following week. As 
we left the typical Asian smallairport complex, 
the scenery | remembered from earlier visits 
look over, but with subtle, altered details. The 
downtown houses were now more solid and 
modern, shop windows contained more interna- 
tional imports, and roads that had been tracks A 
just a few years ago were now modern bitumen, ey : 

Clearly, the improved infrastructure had » 
greatly bettered the quality of life for the roa 
Balinese. Streets were now Spotless, and the Bs 
smelly, open drains gone. Yet my strong impres- ; 
sions were that the lifestyle, customs, and val- 
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ues of the people had not changed that life was 


still centred around the family, the village, and 
the traditions that all combine to make Bali 


unique. 

Since the turn of the Gentury painters, writ- 
ers and poets have been drawn to Bali’s unique 
charm and culture. This island is predominantly 
lindu, the only such enclave in a primarily 
Moslem part of South-East Asia. Over the cen- 
‘uries the Hindu religion, with its stone and wood 
Temple carvings and its paintings have honed the 
natural artistic talents of the Balinese. 

Eventually these have reached an apex in which 

religion, village life, the Balinese Arts, along with 
he religion-based dances have become insepara- 
ble and important facets of the Balinese lifestyle. 

This remarkably artistic culture is set in a 
ropical paradise of smouldering volcanoes, emer- 


ald-green terraced ricefields, brilliantly-hued 
flowers and villages where smiling Balinese live a 
community-based lifestyle little changed from that 
of their ancestors. 

And there’s so much to do and see on this 
island. Catch the surf along Bali’s pristine 
beaches. Shop for magnificent wood-carvings, 
silverware or traditional paintings and masks. Go 
hiking in the West Bali National Park or climb to 
Pura Besakih, the closest spot to the 3000 meter 
Mt. Agung. Watch Bali's legendary woodcarvers 
in the village of Mas - listen to a gamelan orches- 
tra and see the traditional dancing in the village 


of Peliatan. Visit the artists’ village of 
Pengosekan, buy a Barong mask at Ubud market, 
walk down Monkey Forest, Road at Ubud and look 
al the extraordinary handicrafts. 

Ubud is a mountainside village and the centre 
for the arts for which Bali is so famous. 
Woodcarving, handloom-weaving, painting, mask- 


making, silver-smithing, and stone-carving - all 

absolutely thrive here. These crafts are an inte- 
eral part of the Balinese tradition and Hindu reli- 
gion and anyone staying in Ubud - usually 2 or 3 5 SHERIDE 


ays in conjunction with 4 or 5 days ata beach 


resort - will find the natural way in which all of VICTORIA 
these people practice their crafts quite fantastic. ALEPAT TAYLOR 

When it comes to Art as well as relaxation, 400 VICTORIA STREET, 
BRUNSWICK VIC. 


Bali has it all. cease ect agsh F TELEPHONE: 03 - 93806199 ‘TELE 
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DARWIN 
Level 6, Darwin Central 
GncKnuckey & Smith Street, 
Darwin NT 0800 
Telephone: (08) 8981 2727 
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Telephone: (08) 9172 2700 
Facsimile: (08) 9140 1380 
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Duelling 
Pianos 


It’s great to see Soccer Australia 
adopting a genuinely creative approach to 
promoting the World Cup qualifiers. They 
decided to launch the second leg of their 
encounter with New Zealand by staging 
their media press conference in the Piano 
Bar at Sydney Airport. 

This was not only a great opportunity 
to analyse, discuss and speculate about 

, the upcoming game but also allowed El 
Tel and his assistant, Raul Blanco, to 
indulge in another love - cabaret 
performing. 

| The show commenced with a 
number described as ‘The Duelling 
Pianos’. Venables was manic in his 
version of Jerry Lee Lewis’ ‘Great Balls 
Of Fire’ and went head-to-head with 
Blanco’s fervent rendition of Elton John’s 
“Crocodile Rock’. 

But the show stopper definitely 
belonged to Venables with a masterful 
performance of Peter Allen's ‘I Go To Rio’. 
His unbuttoned Hawaiian shirt, white 
slacks, sneakers and vibrating maracas 
certainly set the mood, but it was his 
sultry, gyrating ample physique 
smothering the Soccer Australia virgin 
white piano, that set the place alight. 

‘There was one down side to the 
floorshow, however. We felt that his 
melancholy version of ‘I Still Call 
Australia Home’ lacked something. 
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Bonsai, Mr Venables 


If you think that the Socceroo World Cup 
two-legged affair against the fourth placed 
Asian team in November is a mere formality, 
think again! 

A quote from a Tokyo educationalist 
seems to suggest the spirit of kamikaze and 
honourably dying for a cause is still 
prevalent in the teachings of the land of the 
big red sun, Japan, 

“We wish to make il clear that ordering 
pupils to commit hara-kiri is no longer 
acceptable.” 


This was reinforoed by authoritics after: 


a teacher gave two boys knives and told 
them to disembowel themselves for not 
sharing their sweets. Bonsai, Mr Venables! 


at 


e Four 


Melbourne radio celebrities The Four Diegos take a look at the lighter side of the world game. 


The Four 
Diegos ask 
their Hall of 
Fame guests 
the hard 
questions... 


Martin Tyler - world famous soccer 
commentator 

The Diegos: ih Australian Rules 
football we recently had an incident where 
one player grabbed the testicles of another 
player on the ground. 

Now you're 4 great commentator and 
wordsmith. how do you think you'd 
describe a similar incident on the soccer 
field? 

Tyler: One af the wonderful things 
about television is that a picture tells a 
thousand words. if it was clear what had 
happened for everybody to see, | might have 
just drawn breath and maybe winced 
slightly into the microphone and let 
everyone make up thelr own mind. 

| have heard about the incident in the 
Aussie rules game - iL made a bit af a 
splash over here. These things happen, | 
guess, | suppose it’s not the done thing man 
to man. Happily it doesn't happen a fot and 
thankfully Pm not put into that situation too 
atten. 
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Branko Culina - coach of 
Canberra Cosmos 

Dieses: Now, Branko. il 
you hold the mantle as the be: 
all the Ericsson Cup coaches. 
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Kimon Taliadoros - striker for the 
now-defunct Collingwood Warriors 
Soccer Club. 

Diegos: A well known Melbourne 
newspaper published a photo of you 
Standing high up on the baloony of your 
apartment during the season. With the 
pressures that you had to experience last 
season with the Collingwood Warriors. did it 
ever cross your mind to jump and end it all? 

Taliadoros: No, but that’s only 
because I've been a little irrational this last 
season. 


Gary Marocchi - Perth Glory coach. 

Diegos: In soccer around the world, 
time wasting tactics are often employed by 
teams in a bid to break the rhythm and 
concentration of their opponents. 

FIFA, to some extent, has been 
successful in stamping this out, penalising 
players by issuing red and yellow cards but 
it looks like you guys at the Glory have 
come up with the ultimate time-wasting 
lactic - the streaker! Is his a Glory time- 
wasting ploy or part of the pre-match 
entertainment on match day? 

Marocchi: Well, | must tell you that 
that was one of the most incredible things 
that | have ever seen. The streaker that 
actually came out was an English speedway 
champion 

He was out in Australia on holidays and 
| guess he had a few too many beers. It was 
quite funny and to see him do a slam dunk 
in the goal square was a sight. 

I know it disrupted the game for a while 
but it certainly generated some 
entertainment on the day. 


Branko Culina - coach of the 
Canberra Cosmos 

Diegos: Now. Branko, it seems that 
you hold the mantle as the best dressed of 
all the Eriesson Cup coaches. How do you 
respond to the fact that you are considered 
to be the most debonair and fashionably 
dressed A-League coach? 

Culina: Gee. | wasn't aware that | 
held that tag, | suppose having come from 
Melbourne, it must be the cosmopolitan in 
me. 


Dieges: Actually, Branko we adopt the 
same philosophy about being well-dressed. 
We demand the best and that's why 


| Delmonte sponsor us. Izzy Dye is a personal 


friend. 
Culina: Before | got to JAG, | did 
dress mysell in Delmonte of Footscray. 
Dieges: Well, you know what they 
say..."Looks good, feels good. is good!" 
Culina: Sure did! | can still feel it. 


This month’s 
Mega Hard 
Question 
was 
launched 
at... 


| Craig Johnston - former Liverpool 
player. 

Diegos: Craig, we all know that you 
never played for the Sooceroos, but was 
there ever a time that you were close to 
wearing the Green and Gold? 

Johnston: Well, yeah! This is a big 
misunderstanding and lve had to wear it 
for a long time. It actually hurts me because 
i'm extremely proud of being Australian, 'm 
extremely proud that I've had a good soccer 
career and | always wanted to combine the 

two. 
Unfortunately | had no respect for the 
people who were running Australian 
soccer because | thought they had their 
own agenda which wasn't for the best 
interests of the game. T must say, even 
how, [ very much regret not having 
played for Australia, but I'm my own 
person and if 1 don't like people 1 wont 
play for them. 

What I've always said is that I want 
to do something with Australian soccer 
and | look now al. this relatively new 


STEREO 97.4 FM 


management with the tikes of David Hill, 


| George Negus and now, of course, with 


Terry Venables and the way they have 
grabbed Australian soccer around the neck 
and shook it upside down and shook out all 
the, the um... 

Diegos: Dead wood? 

Johnston: Dead wood is a pretty 
good description, thank you. | was going to 
Say parasites... 

Diegos: There's a lot of parasites in 
dead wood, Craig. 

Johnston: Exactly! Well now that 
they have all been shaken out, the icing on 
the cake is Terry Venables to help make up 
on all the lost ground and exelte everyone 
from the grass roots, through to the media, 
the coaches and the players and lift the 
game higher than it’s ever been before. 

It really hurts not ever playing for 
Australia and J wish this management had 


been there a long time ago and there would 
nol have been.a discussion, but they 
weren't there. 


iThe Four Diegos 
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As a Sactar Australia subscriber you will 
be the first to read Australia's leading soccer 
magazine, 

Soccer Australia is delivered free to your 
dour so you won't miss an issue! 


HUGO 


Hugo Boss 
Don't imitate, innovate! 


Clear, clean and distinctive, HUGO is not for people given to going with the trend of the moment, but for people 
Who seek out a slyle of their awn. Unconventional and masculine. 
Unmuistakably different. This fresh invigorating {ragrance from Hugo Bass is valued at $79.00. 
Soccer Australiamagazine 
: %y ae 


500 Great Goals is a 
collection of the greatest 
goals scored in the major 
soccer tournaments of the 
last fifteen years. 


Piatini. Lineker, Falcao, 
Schillaci, Gascoigne. 
Maraciona, Platt. Van Basten, 
Rossi, and a host of other 


feature in action 

from the World Cups of 1990, 1986 and 1982, the 
1991 Cup Winners! Cup final. the 1992 European 
Cup Final and the 1992 European Championship. 
Classic headers, set-pieces. long-range shots. 
textbook team play plus spectacular individual 
skills ave captured in this non-stop action video, 

0 Great Goals - the definitive collection of 
classic international goals. 


New Socceroo coach lerry 
Venables is the great enigma of 
English football. A man 
surrounded by controversy, he 
appears to have the capacity to 

ive anything and everything. 
This book paints a picture of a 
man far removed from the 
somewhat facile image so 
familiar on the back pages of " 
newspapers and on mage ane Te. 
television. This is a riveting portrayal 
which goes behind the facade and the 
brilliantly self-projected image of Venables. 


MiKIR BOSE 


his ts the ultimate reference 
for all lovers of European 
soccer, With 49 featured 
nations, from Italy to Lithuania, 
this information-packed volume 
features: 
> -European Cups, Euro 
g a 96, Nation by nation 
= : = 
cs reviews, National teams. 
Th = = fi) Domestic competitions, Club 
league results. Appearances 
and goals, final league tables, Directories. Emblems and 
team colours, reviews and comments 


The Golden 
Goals 
Collection: 
presents a 
fabulous 
collection of 
Manchester 
United 
goals. 


From 

Giggs to Bryan 

Robson. Eric Cantona to Jesper 

Olsen, Manchester United goals have 
always been highly celebrated 

A collection of goals to bring the 
memories flooding back. this Golden 
Goals compilation is a must for all lovers 
of United 


it was the biggest transfer coup of 
the season when Glenn Hoddle 
announced the signing of Ruud 
Gullit in May 1995 on a free 
(eansfer from Italian club 
Sampdoria. A buzz of 
expectancy echoed 
throughout the English game. Many 
questions Were asked as to why he 
would want to move to Chelsea, 
siieetthiaan especially when Gullit could earn 
mare elsewhere. These questions and many more are 
answered in this intimate portrait of a footballing genius. 


Hand of God is the first ever HA Do 
biography of Diego Maradona. tts Pr. cae i 
subject is one of the warkd’s 

most controversial and ‘ 
flamboyanl sportsmen, arguably 

the greatest and certainly the 

Most widely-known footballer of 

the modern age. Hand of 

God is not only a 

revealing dissection of 4 

complex sporting genius, bu 

also a compelling insight into the 

world of exploitation, corruption and intrigue. This is his 
- almost-incredible story. 


http://www.sportserver. 

This is perhaps the most do’ 
earth soccer site you will find 
simply, it is an accumulation ¢ 
news from all over the world 
pens. 

No flashy graphics. no videc 
of goals. no faney images, All 
find here is the latest news fr 
anywhere in the world. Who h 
signed for a club, who will be 
suspended for two weeks, the 
from the late match last night 
Ubis up-to-date information w 
makes Soccer Features a mus) 
site. 
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SOCCER FEATURES 


http://www.sportserver.com 

This is perhaps the most down-to- 
earth soccer site you will find. Quite 
simply, il is an accumulation of soccer 
news from all over the world as it hap- 
pens. 

No flashy graphics. no video replays 
of goals, no fancy images. All you will 
find here is the latest news from 
anywhere in the world. Who has just 

ed for a club, who will be 
suspended for two weeks, the result 
from the late match last night - it is 
this up-to-date information which 
makes Soccer Features a must-visit 
site 
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Suburb: 
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RETE 


http://www.tin.it/rete 

The Rete site is produced in Italy but is 
perhaps one of the most international of all 
Internet sites in existence. 


It provides updates on all of the world's 


se 


including Australia. In addition, it has 


domestic / dase Uudeveusriioiatal 


BUEN wide 
btteviwww.tinitirete 


competitions 
recorded results of all matches reaching as 
far back as the 1920's for many competitions 
One of the major features of this site is the 
NetCast, when minute-by-minute summaries 
are shown on screen of particular matches or 
competitions - predominantly European 
leagues. Follow one of these reports and one 


minute you are told Juventus is in attack and 
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the next minute you can read that Del Piero 

slammed the ball into the net. If you cannot 

watch the games on television or listen Lo the 

radio, this is definitely the next best thing 
\lso. soon after the completion of matches, 

small Quicktime videos are available of all 

the highlights including the goals! 

What more could you want? 

Without a doubt, this is one tremendous 


site not to neglect 


FIFA 


http://www.fifa.com 
The FIFA home page presents a wealth of 
soccer information which is what you would 


expect from the world's governing body 


HEA 


jatest results and tables plus endless 


Within this 
site you will 


find all the 


statistics on all FIFA competitions: World 
Cup, World Youth Championships, Women's 
World Cup et 

\lso within this site you will gain access 
to the numerous publications and products 
exclusively produced and marketed by FIFA 
including coaching guides and merchandise 

Throw in all the news on soccer laws 
history of competitions. contacts for all 
nations affiliated with FIFA plus loads more 
and there is no doubt this is one site you 


need to bookmark straight away 


WORLD CUP ENTERTAINMENT SHOP ORDER FORM 


Postcode: se 
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Telephone: (03) 9415 1181 Facsimile: (03) 9415 1187 


Please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery 


SOCCER AUSTRALIA MAGAZINE PO. Box 200 Carlton South, Victoria, 3053 Australia 
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‘LAKERS » NOT JUST A NAME 


AN EMPIRE 


| JOIN NOW. CALL 9645 9797 


Become a member of the South Melbourne Soccer Club & be part of a winning formula. 


Sign up 5 new members, & you’ll be entitled to a FREE membership for the 1997/98 season. 
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Distributed in all Australian states by 
JAMES RICHARDSON CORPORATION PTY LTD TELEPHONE: (03) 9428 1621 FAX: (03) 9429 1428 


http:/Avww.jamesrichardson.com.au Email.perume@jar son.com.au 


